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The Hillside Spring 
By Agnes Barden Dustin 
(Kat —_ spring beneath the linden 


Has quenched the thirst of toilers on 
the land; 
And travelers have come from afar to see 
Its waters surging up through the sun- 
flecked sand. 
Its overflow has made a ferny track 
Of sweet, perpetual beauty down the 
hill — 
Earth’s dark and hidden waters given 


back 
To joyous living in a singing rill. 
Here I have mused in wonder and in awe 


Upon the deeper mysteries that cling 

To nature’s picturing forth the higher 
law 

In the simple teaching of a wayside 


A symbol of that Living Water’s store 
Of which all men may drink and thirst 
no more. % 
we 


General Dobbie on God 
and the War 


Many lesser voices have been call- 
ing upon Great Britain and America to 
repent and turn to God. It is encour- 
aging when one in a high place adds his 
voice to the challenge. General Sir 


William Dobbie, well known as the for- 
mer Governor of Malta and an out- 
standing Christian army officer, has 
many striking things to say in an article 
entitled “God in Human Affairs,” writ- 
ten for the periodical World Dominion, 
and quoted in The Presbyterian (Feb. 
25). “World dominion can only be 
brought about in a way which will bene- 
fit the human race,” writes General 
Dobbie, “by handing it over to the Son 
of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will, 
He has promised, one day assume execu- 


* tive control of this earth.” Referring to 


the lessons that God would have us 
learn, he declares that even the more 
favored nations “have also lost their 
true perspective and have been follow- 
ing after things which not only cannot 
satisfy, but must plunge us into ruin. 
Where God is left out, ruin must fol- 
low sooner or later. . . . In our case, as 
in the case of others, the canker of god- 
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lessness has been at work. . . . Before 
we can hope to take a hand in the re- 
construction of the world on a fair and 
righteous basis . . . we have to set our 
own house in order. .. . Not unless and 
until our own foundations are built 
fairly and squarely on the Rock, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as revealed in the 
Scriptures, can we hope to help the 
world.” In answer to the question, 
“What, then, is it exactly to which He 
is calling attention?” General Dobbie 
writes: (a) We cannot win in this war, 
or in the peace, without His help. Hu- 
man resources and human efforts, how- 
ever great, are not enough. (b) To gain 
His help we must be fit to receive it. 
This involves ruthlessly putting away 
those things which we ‘know are dis- 
pleasing to Him, confessing our sins, and 
turning from them. (c) We must ac- 
knowledge God in Christ as our God, 
in deed as well as in word.” 


Emmaus | re 


By Northcote Deck 


66 WO of them went that same day 

to a village called Emmaus” 

(Luke 24:13). The Resurrection 
Morn had come. The first great phase 
of the Saviour’s redemptive work was 
accomplished, as He paid the price for 
sin and died as their substitute for the 
many who “should afterwards believe 
on his name.” Psalm 22 had been liter- 
ally and exactly fulfilled according to 
the plan of God, in all its dreadful de- 
tails. On the cross God's Son purchased 
at the cost of His lifeblood, His new 
name of “Jesus,” “for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” All His life 
long He had been living in the will of 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Ye shall not need to fight in 
this battle: . . . stand ye still, and 
see the salvation of the Lord with 
you... fear not, nor be dis- 
mayed; ... for the Lord will be | 











with you” (2 Chron. 20:17). 
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God “that the scriptures .. . might be 
fulfilled.” Yet the greatest fulfillment 
was on the cross when, as the Good 
Shepherd of Psalm 22, He gave “his life 
for the sheep.” 

Some great day Psalm 24, the third of 
this wonderful prophetic trilogy, is to 
find its supreme fulfillment in triumph 
when (v. 7) “the King of glory shall 
come in,” and when at last “the earth 
is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” 
Then as Chief Shepherd He will honor 
and reward each of His blood-bought 
sheep. 

But en the Resurrection Day, He had 
other purposes in view. That day of 
dawning hcpe, in the successive hours 
and interviews, He: was bent on giving 
for all time an exposition of how The 
Great Shepherd (Heb. 13:20), as fore- 
told in Psalm 23, would daily and ever 
and tenderly care for His sheep along 
their pilgrim journey. We know from 
the Gospels His heart of love toward the 
lost. We are to realize from the accounts 
of His resurrection days’ interviews, His 
tender-and understanding care for His 
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own. ‘For his name’s sake,” as Shep- 
herd (Psa. 23:3) all day long He was 
seeking and satisfying His frightened and 
fast-scattering sheep. He is bent on do- 
ing so today, and just as tenderly! 


Let us follow Him then, in Psalm 23, 
in mind and imagination from earliest 
morn that day. What interviews He had 
with one and another!. How graciously 
in the dawn He dealt with the women’s 
tears and fears, as with His presence and 
comfort He made them to “lie down 
in green pastures” (v. 2), as only satis- 
fied sheep will do. Later in the day, 
somewhere He sought out impetuous 
Peter, for a special and separate inter- 
view, and there, in gracious privacy, ful- 
filled the promise (v. 3), “He restoreth 
my soul.” 


Then, in the late afternoon, while all 
Heaven waited for Him, He journeyed 
with two sadhearted folk to Emmaus. 
The 23rd Psalm had promised “though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil.” And so it 
was that day. For leaving Jerusalem 
by the Damascus gate, the two disciples 
had already passed below dread Gol- 
gotha, where three days before their 
Saviour had died, and with Him all their 
hopes. As they passed below the hill 
it was indeed “the valley of the shadow” 
they traversed. But soon, according to 
promise, “Jesus himself drew near, and 
went with them,” which soon dissipated 
their depression, and caused their hearts 
to burn within them. First He had to 
use His “rod” upon them, with His “O 
fools, and slow of heart to believe,” but 
this was followed by the “staff,” the 
whole staff of bread, as He comforted 
them and opened to “them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning him- 
self.” 


And now the day draws in, and the trav- 
elers seem to have come to “journey’s 
end,” “the village, whither they went.” 
Emmaus stands at the head of the valley 
of Ajalon, and looks down to the distant 
blue Mediterranean, and the westering 
sun. There, centuries before, the sun 
stood still in Joshua’s day, and a mighty 
victory was won. Now in tranquil eve- 
ning, the Sun of Righteousness stands 
still with these two wondering followers, 
and we are given a strange and gracious 
glimpse of the Saviour’s heart. Here 
He adopts the same kindly attitude of 
expectation that is described in the knock 
on the human heart of Revelatien 3:20. 
There, He might well have demanded 
admission; at Emmaus He might well 
have asked for sanctuary from the on- 
coming night, for it was “toward eve- 
ning.” But no, “he made as though he 
would have gone further.” Blessed make- 
believe! Strange hesitation! Of course, 
as once before (John 6:6), “he himself 
knew what he would do.” But though 
He has the adoration of myriad angels, 
He still stoops down and seeks the song 
of a loving heart, He desires communion 
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with His own, above all. But it must 
be spontaneous love, and ¢ willing wel- 
come. He desires the invitation to come 
from us, to the home, to the heart. He 
seeks it still! 

Thank God He got it that evening. For 
“they constrained him, saying, Abide 
with us.” Blessed wonderful constraint 
of God by man! The only other time 
this verb is used it is in similar cir- 
cumstances when Lydia, the first Chris- 
tian convert in Europe, constrained the 
Apostle Paul to come into her house 
(Acts 16:15). Evidently love begets hos- 
pitality ! , 

Now on that ever memorable walk 
to Emmaus, by the evident will of God, 
the eyes of the two were “holden that 
they should not know him.” What was 
the reason? Why were they denied the 
conscious companionship of the Saviour 
those precious miles to Emmaus? Was it 
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not that they might at once begin to 
practice a walk of faith, and not of sight? 
Again, as soon as their eyes were opened, 
verse 31, “he vanished out of their sight,” 
certainly not to tantalize them but to 
teach them. For is not the clew to this 
apparent mystery of their holden eyes 
and the with-holden Saviour, contained 
in their testimony: “He was known of 
them in breaking of bread.” How did 
they know Him so quickly then? Cleo- 
pas was His uncle by marriage (compare 
John 19:25), and probably the other was 
Clecpas’ wife, the sister of Mary the 
mother of our Lord. So Cleopas must 
often have heard that voice. which spake 
as never man spake, and often touched 
the Saviour’s hands that were presently 
stretched out to take the loaf that eve- 
ning. But those hands were now tell- 
tale hands. They told so eloquently a 


(Continued on page 273) 














Notes. ON OPEN LETTERS 











Was Leprosy Cured? 


In reading the 13th and 14th chapters of 
Leviticus pertaining to the leper, the 
question has come up as to whether the 
leper after being ceremonially cleansed 
was healed of the d . There is noth- 
ing apparently in the record to indicate 
that anything miraculous took place in 
the liberating of the subject from his 
disease. In the New Testament, perhaps 
I am right in saying that no case of 
cleansing from leprosy was other than 
miraculous. If healing for the leper was 
contained in the ceremonials, especially 
as given in Leviticus, would you say that 
it would apply in all cases? The whole 
subject to me is rather nebulous. Any 
light which you can throw upon this por- 
tion of Scripture will be deeply appre- 
ciated —A Minnesota reader. 


To answer first the question concern- 
ing leprosy in the New Testament, un- 
doubtedly the healings there recorded 
were miraculous. There is the case re- 
corded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
of the man who said, “Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean,” whereupon 
the Lord healed him immediately. (Matt. 
8; 1-4); there were the ten lepers healed 
by the Lord Jesus (Luke 17:.12-19); there 
are other passages where many lepers 
are mentioned as having been healed, 
as in Matthew 11:5. 

There is some difference of opinion as 
to whether the leprosy so minutely de- 
scribed in Leviticus was cured by the 
means there set forth. A careful study 
of chapters thirteen and fourteen shows 
that. the first is largely occupied with 
many symptoms by which the _priest 
could diagnose the disease; while the 
second passage is evidently devoted to 
ceremonial cleansing when the disease 
was healed. In chapter thirteen these 
phrases occur repéatedly: “He shall be 
unclean ... it is a leprosy ... he is 
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clean . . . the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean ... the priest shall pro- 
nounce him clean.” Finally, when it 
was determined that “he is a leprous 
man, he is unclean,” he was required 
to cry, “Unclean, unclean”; and, “all 
the days wherein the plague shall be 
in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: 
he shall dwell alone; without the camp 
shall his habitation be” (v. 46), Chapter 
fourteen is introduced by these words: 
“This shall be the law of the leper in 
the day of his cleansing . . . And the 
priest shall look, and, behold,. if the 
plague of leprosy be healed in the leper; 
then shall the priest command,” etc, 

Dr. James M. Gray, in his “Christian 
Workers’ Commentary,” says concerning 
chapter fourteen: “In this connection 
it is noticeable that the regulations in 
this chapter were not for the cure of 
the leper but for his ceremonial .cleans- 
ing after the cure, which agrees. with 
Matthew 8:1-4, For this reason. Seiss 
thinks these rites illustrate the nature 
of sanctification rather than justification, 
although the latter is also impliéd.” ~ 

Alexander McLaren in brief; sketchy 
notes on this passage speaks of “the hor- 
rible loathsomeness, the contagiousness, 
the non-curableness” of leprosy, which 
is itself a “parable of death.” 

Alfred Edersheim writes: “Although 
. .. the sacrificial ritual for the cleansed 
leper implies, at least, the possibility of 
a cure, it is in every instance traced 
to the direct agency of God.” 

Matthew Henry and the Davis Bible 
Dictionary agree in holding that the lep- 
rosy of the Old Testament was: ‘not’ the 
same as the diséase we know ‘today, 
and. that the Jews probably contracted 


(Continued on page 282) 
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When Duty and Pleasure Go Hand in eed 


— ——* 
How different things would be if Christians 
found their thrills in servicel 


By B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D. 





~~ 
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Duty-DrIvEN CHRISTIANS 


T a difference it would make 
in the world, and perhaps in 
Heaven, if all Christians could 


want to do what they ought to do as 
members of the family of God! It 
would revolutionize the world if dances, 
bridge parties, roadhouses, clubs, soci- 
eties, and Sunday sports were patronized 
only by persons driven by a sense of 
duty. Imagine, if you can, a husband 
saying to his wife: “We must go to the 
movies tonight. I have worked hard to- 
day, and you have done a washing. The 
pictures will not interest you, and I 
know I shall go to sleep in my chair, 
but it is our duty to go; the manage- 
ment depends on us.” Why must God 
be on the duty side of any life? 

I remember a young woman who was 
urged by personal workers to go for- 
ward in a revival meeting. After an in- 
ternal struggle, she arose, and with a 
face that revealed her misery, said, “I 
will go, but I never expect to see an- 
other happy day as long as-I live.” 
That was as pathetic as it was heroic. 

I knew a family in the hills of West 
Virginia that went five miles to every 
service at a country church, over bad 
roads. I have known them to come on 
a stormy day, when most men wore rub- 
ber boots and most women stayed at 
home. Two of them were young women, 
and seeing them standing by the stove in 
dripping wraps, I asked them, “Girls, 
why do you do it?” I hoped they would 
say that they found joy in the service, 
but the answer was, “To gain a home 
in Heaven.” They were heroines, but 
neither would have accepted the atten- 
tions of a young man who had only a 
property settlement in mind. What wife 
could be happy in a home maintained by 
a husband who was driven by a sense of 
duty or to escape paying alimony? 
PARABLE OF A DuTy-DRIVEN COURTSHIP 

This will require some stretch of im- 
agination. 

A young farmer lived with aged par- 
ents who were much concerned for the 
future welfare of the son. One day the 
mother said to the son: “I am getting 
too old to do this work alone. There 
ought to be a young woman in the house. 
You ought to find a wife.” 

“Ma, you can think of the most dis- 
agreeable things for me to do.” 

“Is it such a disagreeable duty to take 
some of the work off your old mother?” 

“I know I should make sacrifices for 
you, but can’t we put it off a few years?” 
“You have put it off till it may now 





“And Jacob served seven years for 
Rachel; and they seemed unto him but 
a few days, for the love he had to 
her.” And one can be so taken up 
with love for the Lord Jesus that 
the days and months and even the 
years pass so swiftly as to be almost 
unnoticed. David said, “In thy pres- 
ence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more”; but some Christians have not 
yet learned this by personal experi- 
ence. In this second article of his 
series Dr. Shadduck draws a strik- 
ing contrast between halfhearted and 
wholehearted Christians. The third 
and concluding article will be pub- 
lished next week. 








be too late to find a woman who will 
take you.” ‘ 

“If Father and you say it is my duty, I 
will try, and if I succeed, that will be 
my hard luck. Do you have any woman 
in mind?” 

“Just over the hill is a strong young 
woman, willing to work. Her parents 
are rich, and she is the only heir. Get 
her and in a few years you will have 
all the property. Take some peppermint 
candy and call on her tonight.” 

“Do I have to buy candy?” 

“What if you do? You will likely get 
more than you give. She will likely 
give you cake and lemonade.” 

Trained to obedience, he went as-re- 
luctantly as a bashful man would go in- 
to a show window to have a lady dentist 
fill a back tooth. Later he came back 
in a despondent mood to report. 

“Luck is against me. I hoped she did 
not like candy and would send her 
father into the room to talk with me. 
She acted as if she was glad to see me. 
She gave me strawberries with thick 
cream and powdered sugar and two 
kinds of layer cake. You know I would 
rather have prunes with buttermilk and 
corn bread.” 

“You must go again and take heart- 
shaped candy.” 

“Do I have to buy candy again? They 
have no green beans in their garden; 
we have more than we can use; why not 
take something we can’t use?” 

“Son, you must be willing to make 
sacrifices. Be a hero.” 

On his return from his third call he 
was ready to collapse. This was his 
story: “She asked me if I was bashful. 
I said I was. She said she would help 
me all she could, and I thanked her, 











because I thought she would talk about 
the crops and the weather, but she 
didn’t. She brought more cake, and 
only one plate for both of us, and the 
cake was sticky. I think she made the 
cake sticky so she could wipe my hand 
with a wet cloth and then hold my hand. 
You know I don’t like to have my hand 
held by a young woman. When I came 
away, she followed me to the door, and 
stood on tiptoe. I thought she wanted 
to whisper something she didn’t want 
her folks to hear, and she didn’t whisper. 
It was a mean trick. I guess you know 
what she did, and she almost a stranger, 
and oh, how I hate it!” 

Some reader will say there never was 
a courtship like that. Perhaps not, but 
it does not strikingly misrepresent mul- 
titudes who hope to win Heaven, but 
find no joy in fellowship with God here. 
Certainly it fairly represents those who 
disapprove of any manifestation of joy 
in a religious meeting. 

Some will say that any girl would be 
a fool to continue such a courtship, and 
we may reflect that though God is very 
merciful, He is not dull-witted. 

There are blind children who never 
saw the love-light in a father’s face; 
there are deaf children who never 
heard the soothing lullabies of a devoted 
mother; and there are siricere believers 
who yearn for victory and peace that 
God is eager to give. Would that God 
may use some word of mine to help 
them ! 

I once heard a verse of a song that 
ended with the line, “Every day’ll be 
pay day by-and-by.” If there were no 
pay days until by-and-by, yet the final 
reward would be well worth the invest- 
ment of a life; but the disciples at Pente- 
cost had a partial demonstration of 
Heaven in this life. 

In a log church in the hills of West 
Virginia, I have heard the singing of a 
congregation of men and women, poorly 
clad, overworked, and perhaps under- 
nourished. Tears flowed and shouts in- 
terfered with the singing as they sang 
such songs as: 

Oh, happy day, that fixed my choice 
On Thee my Saviour and my God; 

Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its raptures all abroad. 

They had a preacher but once a month, 
and it seemed that God loaned them 
enough Heaven to fill them to over- 
flowing. I rejoiced with them and 
thanked God that people who had no 
paper on their walls or carpet on their 
floors could have ninety minutes of ecs- 
tasy once a month, which is far more 
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than some churchgoers have in a life- 
time. 


“Joy UNSPEAKABLE AND FULL OF GLORY” 
(1 Pet. 1:8) 


It must be clear that most Christians 
described in the Book of Acts had some- 
thing that most Christians now do not 
have and seemingly do not seek. The 
need then was very great—they were 
“as sheep in the midst of wolves.” The 
need now is very great — the wolves are 
in the midst of the sheep. What a dif- 
ferent world it would be if Christians 
generally found their greatest thrills, not 
in fiction and contests, but in Christian 
service. No worthy church would con- 
tinue in debt, no Sunday school class 
would lack a teacher, no missionary 
work would languish, and no pews 
would be empty in churches true to the 
Word. On the other hand, some frater- 
nal and social organizations would fold 
up, and the demand for tainted litera- 
ture would decrease amazingly. 


Be Futt or CARE FoR NOTHING 

The eagle is free from worry. 

True, there is little or nothing for the 
eagle to worry about. He knows noth- 
ing of taxes, dues, rent, bills, and park- 
ing tickets. None of his family come 
home smelling of liquor. He has no fad 
or fashion to keep up with, no apologies 
to make, no need for locks and bolts, no 
need for a doctor, and doesn’t know he 
must die. 

We have worries. Some of them are 
because “we have too pnany irons in the 
fire,” or too many fires to keep irons in. 
If there are some causes for worry that 
are unavoidable, why not let God do the 
worrying for us? Men acquire skill in 
other activities, but whoever heard of a 
good worrier? Worry in a Christian is 
a distrust or misunderstanding of God. 


“He SHALL Give His ANGELS CHARGE” 


Some years ago I sat with a brother in 
a rowboat on the sheltered waters of the 
Erie harbor. The wind was less than a 
gale, and we could hear the roar of 
tumbling water on the unprotected shore 
of Presque Isle. Just as we neared the 
lookout tower of the life saving station, 
a motorboat, large enough for twelve, 
and occupied by a lone woman, passed 
the tower, and headed for the white- 
capped waves. Why would a lone woinan 
take that risk? There are so many 
things that could happen to the motor, 
and the wind might become a gale. I 
wondered if she drove her boat into the 
threshing water to divest her mind of 
unhappy memories, dull the edge of sor- 
row, or forget a sin. As she passed the 
tower she called to the watchman, “I am 
going outside about six miles. Will you 
keep me under observation?” Since that 
day, I have many times offered a similar 
prayer to God. The guard touched his 
cap, and she opened the throttle and 
was soon lost to our low-level sight, but 
she was as safe as she would have been 
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with a convoy of battleships. With a 
telescope pointed in her direction, the 
least indication of trouble would have 
brought a powerful motor-driven life- 
boat to her rescue. Somewhere in the 
mystic towers of God, they watch the 
waves of time cast up wreckage on the 
shores of eternity. They know the stars 
by name, and note the sparrow’s fall. 
He giveth His angels charge over some. 
Who are these favorites? They are the 
ones who have made God their favorite. 
Are the angels keeping watch over the 


-group you like to be with—the ones 


who provide your entertainment? What 
do you think? Our Lord declared that 
the little children about Him were 
watched over by the angels (Matt. 18:10). 


“For His NaMe’s SAKE” 


God has a reputation to susiain in 
caring for those who trust in Him, and 
it is obvious that we have no right to 
expect Him to care for those who look 
to His rivals for guidance. 

A company of schoolteachers went a 
two-days’ journey into the wilderness to 
collect specimens and take pictures of 
wild life. They employed a naturalist 
who knew bugs and butterflies, and an 
experienced guide who knew the trails 
through thickets of fallen trees and 
second-growth saplings. It was planned 
that when camp was made, the party 
would break up into groups and go in 
different directions, returning before 
nightfall. To insure safe return, the 
guide required that camp be made on a 
hilltop where the campfire would be 
visible from any open spot within two 
miles. Each group must take extra 
rations, fire-making equipment, and a 
gun or horn for making signals. 

The naturalist, who was called the 
professor, overruled this and announced 
that camp would be made by running 
water and no extra equipment would be 
carried by anyone on side trips. “We 
are neither half-wits nor children,” he 
said. “No backwoodsman can tell me I 
must carry water to the top of.a hill to 
wash my face, and take my playthings 
with me when I leave the camp.” 

“IT am_a licensed guide,” ‘said the 
woodsman. “If anyone of this party is 
lost, the public will hold me responsible. 
I have a reputation to maintain. I did 
not come with you to argue or give ad- 
vice. The party must choose between 
us, and if you prefer the professor, he 
must take the responsibility.” 

The party had a hurried conference 
and decided that they wished to keep 
both, but if one! must go, they would 
keep the professor. 

“Good-by,” said the guide. “The pro- 
fessor’s education may not yet be com- 
plete. If you change your mind and 
want me more than you want him, make 
a fire on a hilltop and keep it burning 
night and day.” c 

Two nights later a fire was blazing on 
a hilltop.. Two groups had failed to, re- 
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turn the previous night and were not 
found until late the next day. The pro- 
fessor was in one group. He was half- 
famished; his clothing was tattered; he 
was very meek. 


“Tre Fut Sout LOATHETH AN HONEYCOMB” 
(Prov. 27:7) 


A prominent churchwoman called me 
to her home to discuss her lack of spir- 
itual hunger. She said, “I ought to read 
my Bible and pray, but I have to drive 
myself to it.” She regarded it as an un- 
fortunate mental warp that she was no 
more to blame for than the color of her 
eyes. I learned that she was reading 
about a dozen magazines that featured 
serial stories. Day after day, her mind 
was chilled with the diabolical cunning 
of merciless villains, and fevered with 
the breath-taking escapes of heroes and 
heroines. Prayer would have poured 
from her soul like a fountain, if it would 
have helped that paragon of beauty and 
virtue — the hero chained in a burning 
building. If Goliath had had David's 
sweetheart in a dungeon, doomed to die 
or marry the giant, and if David had 
killed him in twelve installments, she 
would have read the story eagerly. If 
the Bible were filled with such stories, 
she would have read it through in one 
week, and then tossed it aside. The 
stuff that woman read in a year would 
have fed a horse a week, if it had been 
hay. ~ 

I heard of a small-town pastor who 
offered to trade sixty members for sixty 
white leghorn pullets. These members 
were neither stingy nor inactive. If 
they had been ‘suddenly transported to 
another world, some organizations and 
some places of amusement would have 
lost valued patrons. 


A brother pastor told me that in the 
previous year he had buried fifty-six 
members, and except for fourteen, the 
church lost nothing in support or attend- 
ance. Whether they should be classified 
as backsliders, sidesliders, or unregen- 
erate, the fact remains that they were 
not hungry for the things of God, be- 
cause they were filled with the frothy 
diet the world offered. 

Years ago, in a maple sugar camp, the 
man who kept the fires burning under 
the big kettles, had uninvited guests 
from the city. Six boys appeared and 
offered to help gather wood if they 
might roast potatoes in the fire and have 
some of the hot syrup. “Boys, you are 
welcome,” said the man. “Help your- 
self to the syrup, and the boy who drinks 
the most, before we eat at midnight, will 
get a half of a mince pie that I have in 
my lunch.” All boys like a contest, and 
it seemed that no one could lose in a 
syrup-drinking. contest. The competi- 
tion was keen, but when midnight came, 
the winner and the losers wanted noth- 
ing but, kind words and a place to lie 
down. 


(To be continued) 
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6¢TY\O YOU see that old gravel dump 
yonder?” 

The question came from a brawny 
prospector as we stood near his neat 
cabin on the steep slope of the Salmon 
River Range in Eastern Idaho, which 
parallels the Rocky Mountains. The 
prospector was pointing to an old “dig- 
gins” on the side of “Golden Queen 
Gulch,” a hundred yards from his door. 
No buildings or machinery, just a gap-. 
ing hole in the ground, ringed about 
with huge piles of waste. His next 
words were uttered in tones of awe. 

“They took three hundred and thirty- 
five thousand dollars from thet hole !” 

No wonder this prospector, who daily 
gleaned a living from a spot farther up 
the gulch, had built his cabin there! 

The story of that rich discovery of 
the dim past, of the horde of adventurers 
who swarmed into the mountains, mak- 
ing other important discoveries, and of 
the heavily laden wagons that were al- 
most literally dragged by long strings 
of horses up the steep two-thousand- 
foot slope, leaving a scar on the moun- 
tainside that is still visible,— that story 
would furnish enough material for a 
large book. 

Many of the men who, in those early 
years, found their way into that laby- 
rinth of mountains which is Central 
Idaho are still there. Many are now 
too old to work. Some still look for 
gold, or have found it; while others are 
engaged in other occupations. Some 
have come in later. 

But the point of this article is that 
there is no one to minister to their spir- 
itual needs. Many a mountaineer has 
said: “No man cares for my soul,” 
There are no churches, outside the little 
town in the valley. On a highway 
angling across the state for three hun- 
dred miles, except in one other vil- 
lage about halfway, there are abso- 
lutely no churches! 

Yet there are people, many of them, 
along that highway — men, women, chil- 
dren. Mormonism is the predominating 
faith where any religious gestures at all 
are made. Limited efforts of outreach 
from the little city of Salmon are being 
made by certain ones with a Gospel mes- 
sage. But their inadequacy is pathetic. 

With a team and covered wagon, given 
to the Mission by one of God’s noble 
women who, praying, had carried these 
desolate souls on her heart for years, 
we made an initial effort of several 
weeks last summer to reach these peo- 
ple. The results were blessedly encour- 
aging. Two lofty ranges of mountains 
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were penetrated and ascended to their 
summits, eight thousand feet above the 
sea. Of personal contacts and experi- 
ences, we had many. Here is just one: 


Pulling up our team to the side of 
the road we stopped at the camp of an 
old woodsman, lean, bearded, and 
somber. With his two horses and dog 
he had spent two years in the place, 
winter and summer. He was no longer 
young, and the deep snows had taken 
their toll of resistance. His rough, un- 
furnished cabin was but a shelter. He 
was lonely and ready to give up. 

Said I: “You need a friend, for daily 
companionship: Let me tell you of my 
Friend.” 

Wonderingly, his silent face a ques- 
tion mark, he gazed at me. An hour 
later he had told me his story. And 
what a career it had been,—of early 
day freighting across the Rockies with 
the big wagons and a string of mules; 
labor on the grade of the railroad that 
displaced the freight wagon; strenuous 
toil in the big woods; always as an un- 
married man, and thus had he missed 
the common joys of family life. His 
had been, indeed, a bleak existence. Of 
the things of God he was pitifully igno- 
rant. And yet— 

“I remember, when a boy, going to 
Sunday school with my mother.” 

. and still we sat, on the tongue 
of the old wagon, while his horses 
munched hay in their stall near at hand. 
The open Book was before us. As we 
prayed I think the angels must have 
looked down from Heaven’s balcony. 

‘I’m not going to stay up here this 
winter. I'll move to town and build a 
shack on a little plot I own. Then I'll 
start going to church.” 

(Thank you, dear Lord. I don’t feel 
any toe sure of him. But Thou art 
able.) When I said good-by, he awk- 
wardly threw an arm across my shoul- 
der. Only God knows how many starved 
souls are hidden in that harsh wilder- 
ness, 

Wilderness? 

Listen. Two summers ago, from the 
upper Bitter Root of Montana I crossed 
the range and struck out straight west 
across the great Selway Forest. The 
typical mountain road plunged to can- 
yon depths or led me up over lofty 
ridges, ever onward through the silent 
hills. -In one hundred and eleven miles 
of total wilderness I passed one occupied 
human habitation. The last time any 
Gospel messenger had been that way was 
three years before when a chaplain had 
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visited a C.C.C. camp near by, which 
has since been vacated. 

But if no one lives there, why worry 
about missionary work? 

No homes, as I said. Yet at irregular 
intervals along the trail were to be seen 
signboards, each one at a point where 
a narrow trail left the road and soon 
lost itself in the jungle. All those trails 
led to men, though some were many 
miles distant. The only ambassadors of 
Christ I have ever heard of in that wil- 
derness of forgotten men were mission- 
aries of our Northwest Mountain Mis- 
sion. 

Do you .wonder that we cry unto God 
for Spirit-filled men and for funds with 
which to equip and support them? And 
do you wonder that we are ever craving 
more prayer helpers, true intercessors? 

This great need must be met, 

Well, it is being met, in a small way. 
The Mission will soon finish its seventh 
year. Our missionaries, working on the 
opposite side of this area, in 1942 re- 
ported more than one hundred accept- 
ances of Christ, many of them children. 

Responding to our faith; God and His 
people are seeing this enterprise go for- 
ward, 





Mr. Bradley is the superintendent of the 
Northwest Mountain Mission and will gladly 
send further information to any who are in- 
terested. The headquarters are at 1509 N. 12th 
St., Boise, Idaho. 
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“To... Emmaus!” 


(Continued from second page) 


wondrous tale of redemption by suffer- 
ing. For the scarce-healed wounds, 
shown a week later to doubting Thomas, 
must have told their tale, and revealed 
their Lord in the quiet and charm and 
wonder of that privileged evening meal! 
Their eyes must have been “holden” by 
divine intention and intervention; they 
were suddenly opened by the same. For 
that rushing, breathless revelation of 
Himself came in the “breaking of bread” 
by the wounded hands. This is surely 
a prophecy and promise of the same in- 
timate revelation of Himself, intended 
whenever we “eat the Lord’s supper.” 

At that memorable evening meal, Host 
and guest soon get strangely mixed. 
They had asked Him, they provided the 
food and probably paid for it. Yet He 
took the bread, their bread. He cer- 
tainly provided the blessing. He mus! 
do so still. So, each Lord’s Day, human 
hands may lay the loaf on the table, 
the Lord’s table. Human lips still “give 
thanks” for the bread. Divine love takes 
the loaf and invests it with eternal 
meaning, and endues it with eternal 
blessing. Blest supper indeed! Blest 
Saviour! Well may we cry with Bun- 
yan’s pilgrim: 

“Blest cross! blest sepulchre! blest, 

rather, be 
The Man that there was put to shame 
for me.” , 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 18. PETER AND JOHN IN GETHSEMANE 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 26: 36-46; John 18 :10-12 
Golden Text.—Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.—Matt. 26: 41 








Kinc James Version 


Matt. 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 
Gethsemane, and saith unto the. disciples, Sit ye here, while I 
go and pray yonder. 

37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. 

38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 

39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and 
prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, 
and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not Watch with me one 
hour? 

41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except 
I drink it, thy will be done. 

43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes 
wére heavy. 

44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the 
third time, saying the same words 

45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep 
on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the 
Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth 
betray me. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto ‘a place called 
Gethsemane, and saith unto his disciples, Sit ye here, while I 
go yonder and pray. 37 And he took with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and sore troubled. 
38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death: abide ye here, and watch with me. 89 And 
he went forward a little, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, 
My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away from me: 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt. 40 And he cometh 
unto the disciples, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto 
Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 41 * Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptatiori: the spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. 42 Again a second time he 
went away, and prayed, saying, My Father, if this cannot pass 
away, except I drink it, thy will be done. 43 And he came 
again and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 
44 And he left them again, and went away, and prayed a third 
time, saying again the same words. 45 Then cometh he to the 
disciples, and saith unto them, *Sleep on now, and take your 
rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is ‘ betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 46 Arise, let us be going: behold, 
he is at hand that *betrayeth me. 


John 18:10 Simon Peter therefore having a sword drew it, and 
struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. Now 
the *servant’s name was Malchus. 11 Jesus therefore said unto 
Peter, Put up the sword into the sheath: the cup which the 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 


John 18:10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and 


12 So the *band and the ‘chief captain, and the officers of 
the Jews, seized Jesus and bound him. 


smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The 1Gr., an enclosed piece of ground. *Or, Watch ye, and 
pray that ye enter not. *Or, Do ye sleep on, then, and take 


servant’s name was Malchus. 


11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the 
sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not 


drink it? 


12 Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews 


took Jesus, and bound him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


ETHSEMANE! .What depths of 
G woe, what bitter grief does the 

word suggest! It seems to ex- 
press, as nothing else could, the inner 
meaning of our Lord’s words, “I have 
a baptism to be baptized with; and how 
am I straitened till it be accomplished !” 
(Luke 12:50.) It was there in the gar- 
den, where so often He had resorted 
with His disciples (John 18:2), and 
where so frequently He had enjoyed un- 
interrupted communion with His Father, 
that He was to enter into His soul’s 
agony as He contemplated the reality of 
being made sin on our behalf, “that we 
might become the righteousness of God 
in him” (2 Cor. 5:21, R. V.). As He 
looked forward to it, He exclaimed, 
“Now is my soul troubled; and what 
shall I say? Father, save me from this 
hour? But for this cause came I unto 
this hour” (John 12:27, R. V., margin). 
The 102d Psalm has often been desig- 





your rest? ‘Or, delivered him up. *Gr., bondservant. *Or, 
cohort. *Or, military tribune. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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nated “The Gethsemane Psalm.” As we 
read it, we hear the breathings of our 
Saviour’s heart as He entered into a 
sense of the loneliness of one forsaken 
of God and despised by the very men 
whom He came to save. This was the 
cup from which His holy, human nature 
shrank. That He, the perfect One, in 
whom the Father had ever found His 
delight (Luke 3:22; 9:35), should be 
treated as an outcast, because taking the 
sinner’s place, was unspeakably horribie 
and appalling. True, He had come from 
Heaven for that very purpose. He had 
assumed humanity that He might die in 
our stead. But as the hour drew near 
when He was actually to undergo the 
baptism of divine judgment against sin, 
He would not have been the Holy One 
whom He was if He had not shrunk 
from so terrible an ordeal. Yet we need 
to remember that the suffering endured 
in Gethsemane was not in itself atoning 
for sin. It was at Golgotha, on the cross 
of shame, that our sins were laid upon 
Him and He endured the full penalty 
that should have been ours, if God had 
not intervened in grace and “sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 








Gethsemane was anticipatory to Calvary, 
where He drained to the dregs the cup 
of wormwood and gall which our in- 
iquities had filled. 


The Historical Setting 


Jesus proceeded, with His disciples, 
from the upper room — where He cele- 
brated the last Passover with them, and 
then instituted the Lord’s Supper —to 
Mount Olivet. Across the brook Kidron 
on the slopes of the mount was a gar- 
ren of olives, Gethsemane, “the oil- 
press,” into which they entered. Leay- 
ing eight of the disciples near the gate, 
He took Peter, James, and John with 
Him as He went deeper into the recesses 
of this lovely place. Then “he went a 
little farther” and fell down before His 
Father in an agony of prayer. It was 
the night preceding His crucifixion. 
Verse by Verse 

Matt. 26:36.—“Sit ye here, while I go 
and pray yonder.” These woérds were 
addressed to the eight, who were left 
near the entrance. It is evident that all 
the disciples did not have an equal sense 
of love and sympathy. 


Verse 37.—“‘He took.with him Peter 
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and the two sons of Zebedee.” There 
was a closer tie with these than with 
the rest, because they seemed to under- 
stand and appreciate Him more. To 
them He expressed the perturbation of 
spirit under which He was laboring. 


Verse 38.—“My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful, even unto death.” His words 
must have perplexed them greatly, for 
they still did not realize what was in- 
volved in that of ‘which He had spoken 
to them earlier—His betrayal, death, 
and resurrection. 


Verse 39.—‘He went a little farther.” 
They could not follow as He poured 
out His heart to His Father, saying, “O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me.” His resignation 
to the Father’s will was.perfect, but He 
pleaded that if by any other means sal- 
vation might be procured for sinners, it 
would be revealed. 


Verse 40.—“What, could ye not watch 
with me one hour?” Returning to the 
three, He found them all asleep, their 
very grief for Him having overpow- 
ered them. He gently reproved Peter 
for lack of watchfulness, inasmuch as 
he had spoken so strongly of his love 
and loyalty (John 13:37). 


Verse 41—“The spirit indeed is will- 
ing, but the flesh is weak.” Jesus rec- 
ognized the devotion of His followers, 
but He also realized the untrustworthi- 
ness of the human heart, even in the 
best of saints, so He bade them “watch 
and pray” that temptation might not 
take them unawares. 

Verse 42.—“If this cup may not pass 
away from me, except I drink it, thy 
will be done.” There was no conflict 
of wills. Whatever pleased the Father, 
Jesus acquiesced in. No matter how 
bitter the cup, He would drink it if 
salvation for lost sinners could be ob- 
tained in no other way. 


Verse 43—“He came and found them 
asleep again.” They did not realize 
what He was going through on their 
behalf, and so they failed to watch with 
Him in the hour of His soul’s distress. 


Verse 44—“Prayed the third time, 
saying the same words.” Vain repeti- 
tions, in the sense of useless ejacula- 
tions, He had Himself condemned 
(Matt. 6:7). . But importunate prayer 
He had shown to be according to the 
mind of God (Luke 11:5-10). In this 
He is an example for us as He repeat- 
edly spread out His concern before the 
Father. 

Verse 45.—“Sleep on now, and take 
your rest.” So the Authorized Version 
reads. Another translation turns His 
words into an exclamatory sentence, 
“Sleeping still, and taking rest!” And 
this, with the betrayer almost in view! 
How little they understood the solem- 
nity of that hour of testing! 


Verse 46.—“Rise, let us be going: be- 


’ hold, he is at hand that doth betray 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. April f1.—Peter and John Witness 
Christ’s Glory. 
Mark 9:2-8; 2 Peter 1:16-18 





3. April 18.—Peter and John in Geth- 
semane. Matthew 26:36-46; John 18:10-12 

4. April 25.—The Risen Lord (Easter 
PEED. ventnes cotakeaterewe John 20:1-17 








me.” The agony was over. He was 
now perfectly composed as He went 
forth voluntarily, like a lamb to the 
slaughter, to meet those who were seek- 
ing Him in order to destroy Him. 

John 18:10.—“Simon Peter having a 
sword drew it, and smote the high 
priest's servant.” Peter was asleep 
when he should have been alert, watch- 
ing unto prayer. Now, when he should 
have been calm and trustful, he was 
excited and active. But it was the ac- 
tivity of the flesh. Slashing about with 
the sword, he cut off the ear of Malchus, 
one who had very little responsibility, 
so far as the matter of arresting Jesus 
was concerned. Nothing was really 
accomplished that would tend to 
avert the catastrophe Peter evidently 
dreaded. 


Verse 11—‘The cup which my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it?” 
Jesus healed the injured servant, and 
rebuked His overzealous apostle, while 
expressing the perfect ‘serenity of His 
own spirit as He recognized the cup 
He was about to drink, and from which 
He shrank in holy horror, as that which 
His own Father was about to press to 
His lips, for He had come to earth to 
do the Father’s will in making propi- 
tiation for sins. 


Verse 12.—“‘Then the band ... took 
Jesus, and bound him.” Had He not 
submitted voluntarily to this indignity 
they would have been helpless before 
Him. But He gave Himself into their 
hands, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled and that the will of God might 
be carried out. We may see in this 
submission the expression of His love, 
both to the Father and to those for 
whom He was about to die. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The holiness of Jesus is seen in His 
shriiking from drinking the cup of 
judgment, which involved His taking 
the sinner’s place and bearing the 
weight of our iniquities (Isa. 53:5, 6). 
Because of His infinite purity, He could 
not contemplate with other than horror 
all that it would mean to be made sin 
for us—that is, to become the antitypi- 
cal sin offering — in order that God might 
receive to Himself in peace all who should 
avail themselves of the offer of life 
through His death, and justification 
through His condemnation. It is this 
that explains His agony, which was as 
much an evidence of the perfection of 
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His humanity as was His utter submis- 
sion to the will of His Father. Geth- 
semane made it evident that He was the 
unblemished, spotless Lamb whose blood 
could avail to cleanse from sin and shield 
from judgment. 


A Lesson Outline 


GETHSEMANE 

Going to the place of prayer (Matt. 26: 
36) 

The Saviour’s grief (v. 37) 

Exhortation to watch (v. 38) 

Shrinking from the cup (v. 39) 

The sleeping disciples (v. 40) 

The second exhortation (v. 41) 

The second prayer (v. 42} 

The failure to respond (v. 43) 

The third prayer (v. 44) 

The weakness of the flesh (v. 45) 

The activity of the flesh (John 18:10) 

Christ’s grace and perfect resignation 
(v. 11) 

His voluntary submission to arrest (v. 
12) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


It is noticeable, and an evidence of 
divine design in Scripture, that while in 
the three Synoptic Gospels our attention 
is focused on Christ’s agony in the gar- 
den, there is no mention of this in the 
Gospel of John, just as in this Gospel 
there is no word about the transfigura- 
tion or the rending of the veil when 
Jesus died. In the Synoptics, emphasis 
is placed upon the humanity of our Lord. 
In John’s Gospel it is His essential deity 
that is before us. The glory is seen shin- 
ing out there, in every act of His life 
and in every word that He spoke. All 
is' perfect, for Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God (2 Tim. 3:16). 


The Cup of Wrath from which Jesus 
shrank is mentioned in the Old Testa- 
ment. It is reserved for the wicked 
(Psa. 11:6). It is a cup of divine in- 
dignation against sin (Psa. 75:8). It is 
a cup of trembling (Isa. 51:17, 22). It is 
the cup of Jehovah’s fury (Jer. 25:15). 
All this, and more, was involved in the 
cup which our Lord had to drink in or- 
der that we might have the cup of sal- 
vation (Psa. 116:13). 

“Death and the curse were in that cup, 
O Christ, ‘twas full for Thee; 

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, 
"Tis empty now for me.” ] 


Cutting Off Ears. How many of us 
get busy, like Peter, cutting off ears for 
the Lord to- put them on again! Im- 
agine Peter trying to talk to Malchus 
of the love of God and to lead him to 
faith in Christ, after he had lopped off 
his ear! We cannot expect people to 
listen to us if we slash them with the 
sword. “The wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God” (Jas. 1:20). 
It should ever be our path to siand for 
the truth in grace, not to attack others 
because they do not see things as we do, 
nor because they are enemies, rather 
than friends, of our Saviour. 
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Applications and Summaries 


When we accustom ourselves to the 
place of prayer in the quiet times of life, 
we shall know just where to find it in 
the hour of stress and trial. 


If we sleep when we should be watch- 
ing and praying, we are very likely to 
do the wrong thing when suddenly awak- 
ened. 


Our Lord was as truly man as He was 
God, and as man He craved human sym. 
pathy and understanding. He looked for 
some to take pity (Psa. 69:20). His dear- 
est disciples failed Him, thus adding to 
His grief. 


Let us challenge our own hearts as 
to how far we have entered into the fel- 
lowship of Christ’s suffering. Are we 
able to watch and pray in this time of 
His rejection by a godless world? 


No man will be able to stand in the 
moment of severe temptation who has 
been slothful instead of watchful, and 
indolent instead of prayerful. 


If we only realized that prayerlessness 
is as truly sin against God as cursing 
or swearing, because it is positive dis- 
obedience to His Word, would we not be 
more alert to use the opportunities He 
gives to draw from Heaven needed grace 
for testing times? 


Peter’s folly in the garden was almost 
the means of his undoing later on when 
he was recognized in the antechamber 
of Caiaphas’ house as the one who had 
cut off the ear of the high priest’s 
servant. 


CHICAGO. 
w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and character. They 
are written by three mem of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HY did not the three disciples watch 
when the Lord asked them to? 
2. What was the nature of Christ’s 
suffering in Gethsemane? 

3. Was there hesitation in the heart of 
the Lord Jesus, as to doing the Father’s 
will? 

&. What lesson in prayer is there for us 
here? 

5. Why did Christ request His disciples to 
pray while He prayed? 

6. How did Peter fail in the garden? 

7. Why did Christ speak definitely to 
Peter in reproach? 

8. Why was Peter so ready to strike the 
high priest’s servant, and yet so reluctant 
to acknowledge his Lord in the court? 

9: How may we stand by Christ with our 
prayers? 

10. What special lesson is there for us in 
this whole passage? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 280 of this issue. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Illustration Round Table 





Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit te six the total for any one lesson. 


An Alienist’s Evaluation of Prayer.— 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation (Golden Text). Dr. T. Bulk- 
ley, the distinguished mental specialist, 
addressed the British Medical Associa- 
tion in these words, “As an alienist and 
one whose whole life has been concerned 
with sufferings of the mind, I would state 
that of all the hygienic measures to coun. 
teract disturbed sleep, depression of the 
spirits, and all the miserable sequels of 
a disturbed mind, I would undoubtedly 
give first place to the simple habit of 
prayer.”"—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Katherine MacDonald, Omaha, Nebr. 


The Value of Affliction.—Nevertheless 
not as I will, but as thou wilt (Matt. 26: 
39c). The Psalmist does not say, “It is 
good for me that I am being afflicted,” 
but that “I have been.” Our sufferings 
may kill or embitter or bless us. It 
depends not on what affliction does to us, 
but rather upon what we do with afflic- 
tion. Oberlin, the illustrious French pas- 
tor, in comforting an afflicted lady, used 
the following illustration: “Dear madam, 
I have before me two stones, alike in 
color, of the same water, clear, pure, and 
clean. Yet there is a marked difference 
—one has a dazzling brilliance, and the 
other is quite dull. Why? Because one 
has received eighty cuts and the other 
only eight. The stone that has suffered 
much is brilliant; the one that has suf- 
fered little is dim and _ lusterless.”— 
From The Upper Room. Sent by Mrs. 
S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


In What Part of the Train Are You? 
—And he cometh untosthe disciples. and 
findeth them asleep (v. 40). “Many peo- 
ple are on Salvation Train; but a lot of 
them are traveling in the sleeper.”— 
From Christian Victory. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Our Capacity to Bear—Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak (v. 41). Our Lotd attaches 
to the command a rapid analysis of 
the redeemed man, in order to snow 
how perpetual, how universal, is the need 
for our vigilance and prayer—‘“the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” Our capacity to bear at any 
time is measured not so much by the 
weight of the load we have to carry, as 
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by the strength we have with which to 
bear it; and our flesh, Jesus says, is 
always weak, and weak in all of us 
withput exception. Here then is our 
perpetual reminder. The Saviour would 
have us filled with so profound a self- 
distrust that no prayer is oftener on our 
lips than the cry to escape testing. Na- 
poleon is said to have ordered a coat 
of mail, and when the maker brought 
it Napoleon ordered him into it and then 
shot at him again and again; and when 
the armor had stood the test, he richly 
rewarded him. — From the Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Peter’s Two Swords.—Simon. Peter 
having a sword drew it (John 18:10). 
When Peter used his own sword in the 
garden of Gethsemane he succeeded 
only in cutting off one man's ear. But 
when he used the Sword of the Spirit 
which is the Word of God on the fol- 
lowing Pentecost about three thousand 
were pricked in their hearts. Christ, 
who healed Malchus’ ear, healed these 
three thousand heart-wounds also.— 
From E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


God’s Reason Always Perfect.—The 
cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it? (v. 11.) To a se- 
verely afflicted man the question was put, 
“Do you see any special reason for this 
sore trial?” He answered immediately, 
“No, but I am as well satisfied as if I 
saw a thousand, for my Father’s will is 
the perfection of reason.”—From the Rev. 
G. H. Knight. Sent by George F. Wer- 
pup, Newport, Ky. ; 
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The Busy Men's Comer 


By William H. Ridgway 


You Never Can Tell—He took with 
him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 
(Matt. 26:37). We have here in this 
text the three men the Lord Jesus chose 
as His most intimate and nearest earthly 
friends. Out of the eleven good apostles 
these three made up the “Inner Circle.” 

Why were the “all-of-a-sudden” -Peter 
and the fiery-tempered (Luke 9:54) 
Zebedee sons chosen, and not Andrew 
the Finder, Philip the Teacher, and 
Thomas the Doubter, or some of the 
others? 

The answer to this question, it would 
seem to me, is that the Lord made man 
and knew what was in man, and He 
could make use of certain characteristics 
in Peter and James and John. 

Some years ago, out in Chicago, there 
was a popular barber. He had wit and 
humor and fine personal qualities that 
not only made him a great favorite, but 
also eventually made him one of the 
worst drunkards. But the Lord Jesus 
made of the drunken barber a great 
evangelist and rescue worker. He died 
the other day, as I write, and when he 
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died the newspaper account of his pass- 
ing made him the “Rev. Melvin Trotter, 
D.D.” 

I have told before in this Corner of 
how one of the ex-presidents of my col- 
lege said to me, “William, when thee was 
in college thee was the ‘unfinished busi- 
ness’ cf the faculty, and we often won- 
dered what in the world would ever 
become of thee in after life.” 

I replied, “Doctor, I expect you thought 
I would wind up in jail or on the end of 
a rope.” 

“Well, it was not quite as bad as that,” 
laughed the Doctor, “but, William, thee 
is the very last man in the college we 
would have picked out to be active in 
church and Sunday school work.” 

“Well, Doctor, what is the moral?” I 
asked. 

“William, thee state it.” 

“Well, Doctor, the moral is this: Par- 
ents and teachers should never despair 
of a boy.” 


The Sleeping Christians—He cometh 
unto the disciples, and findeth them 
asleep (v. 40). The Master and His dis- 
ciples were beset with danger. The Lord 
Jesus was being hunted down by the 
Pharisees. The Temple police, headed 
by the treasurer of the young organiza- 
tion of the Christian church, were at 
the very moment on the way to the gar- 
den for the Lord’s betrayal and arrest. 

The disciples knew they were in dan- 
ger, and Peter, as we find in the next 
paragraph, was equipped with a sword. 
In the ancient days fishermen did not 
carry swords. Only those in a high place 
carried this weapon. Yet, in spite of 
the danger, the “Inner Circle,” instead 
of watching, as they were bidden to do, 
went sound asleep. 

In the Army sleeping on duty is a 
very grave offense, and in time of war 
it means the firing squad. 

On one occasion I listened.to a min- 
ister apologizing for these sleeping apos- 
tles, saying they had been having a 
very hard and trying day. But there 
is no apology for sleeping on the job 
any time anywhere. 

One of the troubles this writer has 
found in active religious work in church 
matters is that so many good Christians, 
like these three disciples, instead of be- 
ing on the watch and alert.in the Mas- 
ter’s service, are sound asleep. This is 
especially the case with those Christians 
who have been greatly prospered in this 
world. Instead of being interested in the 
Master, with an overwhelming desire to 
serve ‘Him wherever possible, they, are 
taking the easy way. The prophets of 
old complained of this very thing, and 
mention those who sit at ease in Zion 
when they ought to be out watching for 
opportunities to serve the Lord. 

All through the Scriptures we. are 
urged to watch and pray. : 

However, it will be noticed,:the Lord 
Jesus did not think any the less..of His 
friends for their failure to watch. He 
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was a little surprised, and said to them, 
“Could ye not watch with me one hour?” 
Then after the struggle was over He 
said, like a mother brooding over her 
baby, “Sleep on now.” 

The Lord knew what was presently 
to come and how His friends would be 
tested. 


The Gun Carrier.—Peter ... smote 
the high priest’s servant, and cut off his 
right ear. The servant's name was 
Malchus (John 18:10). As we take up 
this text I wonder if you were struck, 
as I was, with the fact that we are given 
the name of this servant whose ear Peter 
cut off. A servant is never a very im- 
portant person, and yet here in the Holy 
Writ the name of the man is given to 
us. Iam wondering why. Perhaps some 
reader of this paragraph may be able 
to advise me, and if he does I will pass 
the information on the next time I have 
to write a lesson on the garden of Geth- 
semane. 

We had this lesson not very long ago, 
in which I showed how our Lord got 
Peter out of a very bad scrape, as he had 
committed a very grave offense in at- 
tacking the Law. 

I think this text offers a fine oppor- 
tunity for every teacher of boys, espe- 
cially, to warn of the dangers of carrying 
a gun in the pocket. There is many a 
young man who was not a criminal at 
all by habit or instinct, but who has 
gone to the rope or electric chair simply 
because he carried a gun and in a mo- 
ment of passion used it. 

Parents and teachers cannot do a better 
thing for the boys—and the girls, too, 
for that matter—than to warn of the 
dangers of being provided with anything 
that might cause the death of another at 
a time when passion has crazed the gun 
carrier. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ue 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we stand amazed in the shadow of the cross. 
We marvel at Thy infinite grace and the sac- 
rifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as our Sin 
Bearer and Substitute. In the approaching 
denial by Peter, in the agony of Gethsemane, 
in His loneliness while the disciples slept, we 
see our Lord under testings present and to 
come, such as have not been in the life of 
any other. Oh, the regret that we have ever 
thus deserted Him! What shall we say before 
Thee, Lord Jesus, to tell Thee now of our love 
and allegiance? We would stand with Thee in 
the shadow of the cross with our eyes not 
heavy with sleep, but watching with Thee. 
Help us to be faithful in these days, Lord 
Jesus, How prone we are to fail Thee when 
Thou art counting upon us! Deliver us, we 
pray Thee, from the weakness of the flesh that 
so often interferes with the willingness of the 
spirit. We ask this in Thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Peter was so sure 
of himself, wasn’t he? Just notice in our 
lesson how sure he was, so also the other 
disciples; Then go with them into the 


olive grove on the slopes of Mt. Olivet 
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and see them lie down for a little rest 
and sleep while the Lord Himself goes 


farther in to pray. Three times He 
prayed, and then what loving-kindness 
He showed toward these disciples who in 
the weakness of the flesh could not watch 
with Him one hour. Yet Peter, the one 
to whom He spoke after His first prayer, 
was the very man who protested His 
undying loyalty! How is it with us, 
dear friends? Are we so very different 
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ILLINGNESS OF THE SPIRIT 


WHICH IS MINE;? 











from these disciples after all? Do we 
stand very well the tests that come to us 
in our service for the Lord, or do we 
break when the test becomes a little too 
severe? We can never go through what 
He did, but we can watch with Him 
and be His friends,—not asleep at a 
critical hour, but awake and ready to 
be at His side. Can we say with that 
hymn that we love, — 
I take, O cross, thy shadow 
For my abiding-place: 
I ask no other sunshine than 
The sunshine of His face; 
Content to let the world go by, 
To know no gain nor loss; 
My sinful self my only shame, 
My glory all the cross. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


INCE the wonderful thing we studied 

about in last Sunday’s lesson, when 
the three disciples, Peter, James, and 
John, saw the Lord Jesus Christ in His 
glory, on the mountaintop, the twelve 
disciples have seen many more wonder- 
ful things before we come to the les- 
son of today. They heard the Lord 
Jesus speak many parables (stories that 
teach a lesson). They saw Him per- 
form miracles. They saw Him take the 
little children in His arms and bless 
them, and heard Him say those precious 
words, “Suffer the little, children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not.” 

They saw Him ride into Jerusalem on 
the colt, and the people spreading 
branches of irees in the road for Him 
to ride over, and shouting “Hosanna” to 
Him. They stood by in wonder as He 
threw the money-changers and mer- 
chants out of the Temple. They saw the 
ugly, scowling faces of the Pharisees as 
they muttered angry words against the 
Lord, and they knew they hated Him. 

The very night, of which we are study- 
ing today, they had sat down to eat the 
Passover with Him, and He had given 
them a new supper, the Lord’s Supper. 
Then Judas, one of the Twelve, had left 
the table and gone out into the darkness, 
And now they are in the garden of 
Gethsemane, a beautiful grove of great 
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olive trees, where Jesus loved to go with 
His disciples. 

The Lord was very sad and heavy- 
hearted, and He left all the disciples but 
Peter, James, and John at the gate of 
the garden, and He asked them to go 
with Him farther on, and then He asked 
them to watch with Him while He went 
a little farther to pray. He came back 
after a while, and they three were 
asleep, and then He said to Peter, “What, 
could ye not watch with me one hour?” 

Why did He say this to Peter, not the 
other two? I think I know. On the way 
out to the garden, as they walked along, 
Jesus had told them they would all be 
scattered that night, but Peter spoke up 
and bragged, “Though all men should 
be offended because’ of thee, yet will I 
never be offended.” In other words, 
“Though everybody else forsakes you, 
I’ll stand up for you.” And the Lord 
had warned him that he would deny 
Him three times that very night. So 
now the Lord spoke a little sharply to 
Peter — big, brave, bold Peter who was 
going to stand up against the whole 
world, but couldn’t stay awake an hour 
when Jesus asked him to watch. 


Twice more Jesus went back and 
prayed, and came to the disciples and 
found them asleep. Just then a mob 
came with Judas leading them, and Judas 
came up to Jesus and kissed Him, say- 
ing, “Hail, Master”! And the men took 
Jesus, and led Him away to be tried 
and crucified. 


I want you to see Peter again. He 


really loved ihe Lord, and he drew his 
sword and cut off the ear of one of the 
men in the mob. Jesus touched the ear 
and made it whole again, and told Peter 
to put up his sword. Then Peter and 
John followed the mob far enough be- 
hind so they would not get into trouble, 
and they went into the house where they 
took Jesus. There Peter did get into 
trouble, and did what the Lord had told 
him he would do. Peter denied the 
Lord Jesus three times before the morn- 
ing when the cock crowed. But when 
Jesus looked at Peter, poor Peter’s heart 
was broken and he went out and wept 
bitterly. 
IN PREPARATION 

Get a small copy of the picture “Christ 
in Gethsemane” for each child. Paste 
in the scrapbook. Then, as a reminder 
of Peter’s denial, paste in the picture 
of a rooster crowing. As you teach, 
elaborate on these brief outlines. Tell 
them why the Lord was grieved and 
heavy-hearted, not because of fear of 
the death on the cross, but because of 
the awfulness of the sin of the world 
which He must bear when on the cross 
He became sin for us, that we might go 
free. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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CurisTIaAN. Youtu is the Trumes paper 
for young people. Write for sample copy. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


EVIEW last week’s lesson by refer- 

ence to the picture. In this scene 
we, as well as Peter and John, get a 
glimpse of the Lord’s glory. We hear 
God’s voice claiming the Lord Jesus 
Christ as His beloved Son, and com- 
manding the disciples to pay close at- 
tention to His words. 


Show a picture of the Lord and His 
disciples in the garden of Gethsemane, 
such as that by Jalabert. Today’s story 
again finds the disciples asleep. They 
wake up, not to see the Lord’s glory 
but His sorrow and finally His capture 
by His enemies. 


After the Lord’s last supper with His 
friends when He washed their feet and 
prayed for them and for us, He took 
the eleven disciples outside the city to 
a. quiet garden spot where they often 
stayed. Leaving eight of His disciples, 
He took Peter, James, and John farther 
into the garden with Him. 

The Lord began to be very sad and 
heavy-hearted as He felt the burden of 
sin that He was to bear for all His 
friends and for us. Perhaps you can re- 
member feeling very sad over some 
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naughty thing you have done. But we 
cannot even imagine the feelings of the 
Lord, who was good and perfect, when 
all the world’s sin was placed on Him 
to bear. He told these three disciples 
that it seemed as if He would die of sad- 
ness, and asked them to keep awake for 
company. 

Then He went on a little farther, fell 
on His face, and prayed that, if it were 
possible, this terrible trouble might leave 
Him. But yet He prayed that not what 
He wanted but what God wanted should 
be done. He came back to the three dis- 
ciples, but they were asleep. He said, 
“What, could ye not watch with me one 
hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation.” 

Two other times He went away to 
pray, and returned to find His friends 
fast asleep again, for they were tired. 

By the third time, men were coming 
up the hill, entering the garden. At/the 
head of this gang was Judas. He went 
up and kissed Jesus. This was the signal 
Judas had agreed upon to show the 
police which man they should seize. 

As some of them bound the Lord’s 
hands, Peter drew out his sword. He 
made a slash with it, cutting off a man’s 
ear. The Lord told Peter to put up his 
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sword. He touched the wounded man’s 
éar and made it well again. Was Peter 
surprised! He probably could not un- 
derstand why the Lord did not strike 
back when His enemies came to take 
Him. And to heal the ear of someone 
who was trying to carry you off to 
prison! Peter wouldn’t have done that 
even if he could. No, he couldn’t feel 
that way toward his enemies. But Peter 
had not been spending his evening in 
prayer as the Lord told him to do. He 
had been asleep. So he was not pre- 
pared to do the right thing when temp- 
tation to do wrong came along. 

~INot many minutes later all the dis- 
ciples ran away so they would not be 
caught. And Peter was so afraid and 
weak because of lack of prayer that 
when people asked him he claimed he 
did not even know Jesus! 

I wonder what about you boys and 
girls: When others are mean to you, 
do you strike back, or are you kind and 
strong enough to control yourself? What 
is one way to grow in strength to do 
right? . 

If small prints of the picture are given 
to each child, have him copy the Golden 
Text, “Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation” (Matt. 26:41), and 
a brief outline such as: Peter, James, and 
John slept instead of praying. They 
were scared when trouble came. They 
did wrong when tempted. The Lord 
prayed. He was strong when trouble 
came. He was kind to those who were 
mean to Him. I will pray every 
to make me strong and kind enough to 
(allow children to fill in their 
own particular prayer time and a spe- 
cific resolution to overcome some temp- 
tation). 

BucksPorT, MAINE. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A trial. 

Discussion: What could have been sug- 
gested to Peter and John to keep them 
awake? How about praying, too? Does 
prayer help in the moment of temptation? 
*Objective: Watch and pray (Matt. 26: 
41; Luke 21:36; Eph. 6:12). 











AY, fellows, let’s summon Peter and 

John to court this morning to an- 
swer for their behavior in the garden 
of Gethsemane on the night before Cal- 
vary. Not that we shall do this care- 
lessly or irreverently, for we do have 
profound respect for those two devoted 
disciples of our Lord. Their place is 
secure in the record of those who have 
given their lives for the Master. Yet 
they were human and had weak mo- 
ments like the rest of us, and if we can 
profit by an examination of their fail- 
ures, I am sure that from their present 
place of glory among the overcomers 
who wear “the crown of life” (Rev. 2: 
10), they will not object. 

Of course the central figure in this 
lesson is our Lord, and usually the scene 
in the garden is the occasion for look- 
ing upon His sorrow and agony’ and 
praying there; but in this quarter’s les- 
sons we are studying the lives and say- 
ings of Peter and John, so today we 
focus our attention upon them in the 
court to which we have summoned them. 
James also was with the trio, but we 
are not examining him. We do not find 
James in the Gospel picture, except by 
name, until after the Day of Pentecost; 
but. Peter and John were very active 





The Golden Text in Song 


MATTHEW 26 : 41 
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Better hymn playing is assured through the study of the Evangelistic Hymn Playing 


Course, Composed, arranged, and directed by, Robert Harkness. Send for free details. 
+ Mr, Harkness also offers a Beginner’s Hymn Playing Course for piano and organ. 


E Address Robert Harkness, P..O. Box 204, South Pasadena; 
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at the ian Sanatorium, 
Wanted siaedl Port Noo. mat 
and female Registered or Practical Nurses, 
and Nurses Af@eés;' Apply to 
SUPERVISOR OF NURSES — 








EARN MONEY FOR WAR BONDS 
Your group can easily earn money 
for War Bonds by selling HANDY 
WACKS Hang-up Waxed Paper. 
Write today for full particulars 
HANDY .WACKS CORPORATION 
Sparta, Michigan 


Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Independ. 
ent Stations. Consult radio log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 

CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 


YoU TOO 
Can Spread the Story of the Risen Christ 


and His power to save, by means of tracts. Special 
Easter tracts, illustrated, for only 6 cents per dozen, 35 
cents per roo. Order today, so as to have them on time. 
Sample package of assorted tracts, 25 cents. 


FAITH, PRAYER AND TRACT LEAGUE 
Department T Muskegon Heights, Michigan 


Free Tithing Leaflets 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian minister, Sunday 























, school or missionary superintendent; one copy of 


“Take No Thought. for each family in his 
congregation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 
Tithing before distribution. Write, stating denomina- 
tion and number of leaflets desired, to 


TITHER 710-5 Title insurance Bidg. 


Los Angeles, California 








After her busy, tense day at the hos- 

pital, this nurse finds time to enjoy 

peng Bible study through a Moody 
ome study course. She writes... 


“My Bible has not been used in the last 

twenty years as much as it has in the 

= ew months. What a joy it is to 
nd. new promises as I study it’’ 


You, too, may gain a new appreciation 
of God’s gtace—revealed in every chap- 
ter of His Word. Write for information 
on the Bible Chaptez Summary Course. 
Address Dept. S-820 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
Z7. May Va Ce Lisi: 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE « 
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Night Supervisor 


WANTED at the Christian Sanatorium, 
Midland Park, New Jersey — Registered 
Nurse to fill position of Night Supervisor. 
Address reply, giving full particulars as to 
past experience, age, church affiliation, to 
SUPERVISOR OF NURSES 








: A Victoty =< 

; Vacation = ==. 
* THIS YEAR 
x Summer School at... 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Want to be patriotic in your vacation 
this summer? Here’s a vacation not 
only pleasant and profitable to you, but 
actually vital to our country’s welfare 
a vacation to multiply your useful- 
ness..in ‘meeting America’s spiritual 
need. 

There'll be special subjects of inter- 
est to pastors, Child evangelism for 
others. Helpful music instruction. Prac- 

’ tical Christian training for all. 
Classes will be conducted by nation- 
ally known teachers, including Dr. 
‘ Wilbur M. Smith, Dr. Max I. Reich, 
Dr. Harold L. Lundquist, Dr. G. Allen 
Fleece, Dr. Warren Filkin, George S. 
Mehta; and others. 
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TWO SESSIONS . 


for more information address 
DEPT. $-1018 
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from the very beginning of their dis- 
cipleship. 


We should like to know why it was 
possible for Peter and John to go to 
sleep that night in the garden of Geth- 
semarie. Certainly they had had a busy 
day, what with the preparation of the 
Passover supper, attending the Master in 
all the activities of that day, engaging 
in the supper ceremony, listening to 
our Lord’s discourses during that eve- 
ning (recorded in John, chapters 13 to 
17 inclusive), during which He aston- 
ished them by girding Himself with a 
towel and washing their feet, and during 
which they were startled to learn from 
Him that one of them would betray Him, 
and during which Peter received his ter- 
rific warning that he would deny his 
Lord, and during which Judas had defi- 
nitely gone out on his mission of be- 
trayal, and during which taey had re- 
ceived that amazing promise of the 
coming of the Comforter. They had also 
listened to His marvelous prayer of in- 
tercession—for them, and for all of us 
who name His name. Yes, they had had 
a long day, a day full of the most ex- 
citing interest, a day which had fully 
warned them that the end was at hand. 
It was quite natural for them to be 
very weary and very sleepy when at 
last they sat down under an olive tree 
while the Lord went “a little farther” 
into the garden for His blood-sweating 
prayer. They knew He was going 
through a great ordeal. He had told 
them. When the three disciples, leav- 
ing the eight at the entrance of the gar- 
den, accompanied Jesus to the place of 
prayer, they could see that He was un- 
der a terrific strain, and He told them, 
“My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death: tarry ye here, and watch 
with me.” Then He went a little far- 
ther and fell upon His face, and began 
to pray. They went to sleep. 


Peter and John, we cannot understand 
why or how you could do that, until we 
take a frank inward look at oursel¥es! I 
must confess, fellqws, that every indict- 
ment I ean bring against them reads 
in double measure against myself. Our 
Lord wants you and me to be wide- 
awake for Him today, just as much as 
He wanted Peter and John to wetch with 
Him that terrible night. And how many 
times we have failed Him! Indeed, we 
have failed Him when we did not have 
the excuse of weariness and sleepiness. 
We have failed Him in our broad awake 
and rested moments, and we have spcnt 
upon ourselves the vigor and health and 
keen-mindedness which He wanted us 
to use for Him. Have you heard Him 
say to you, “What, cculd ye not watch 
with me one hour?” I have heard it. 


Let us by His grace and Spirit say, 


“Lord, you shall not have to say that 
to me again, God helping me.” 
Avon Park, FLA, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 276) 


1. Because of the weakness of the flesh. 
They were doubtless tired, and they had 
no realization of the importance of that 
awful hour. 


2. It was in anticipation of the work of 
atonement, when He was to bear our sins 
on the cross. 


3. No. He was fully submissive, but He 
shrank as man from all that Calvary in- 
volved. 


4. We may plead earnestly for what we 
desire, as long as we have the attitude 
expressed in the words, “Not as I will, but 
as thou wilt.” 

5. Christ wanted their fellowship during 
His time of waiting (Luke 22:40), but even 
more He wanted their own hearts to be 
garrisoned against spiritual attack. 

6. He slept when he should have prayed, 
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and he was active with the sword when he 
should have been quiet. 

7. Just a few hours before this, Peter had 
boasted to Christ that even if all the world 
turned against Him, he would not be of- 
fended in Him. 

8. Here Peter was brave because he was 
surrounded by friends, and because he was 
angry. Later he was surrounded by en- 
emies, and frustrated by fear. 

9. Christ no longer needs our prayers for 
Himself, but He needs us to pray and live 
and speak so that others for whom He died 
may come to worship Him. 

10. The importance gf watching unto 
prayer at all times. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—More Prayer Warriors. 

Lesson Problems.—Why did Christ want 
someone to stand by Him at this time? 
What could the disciples have done while 
they waited in the garden? What was 
wrong about Peter’s attempt to stand by? 
Name several ways of standing by Christ 
today. Will you enlist as a prayer war- 
rior? 











“But THE Priests WERE Too Few” 


AVE you ever wanted someone to 

pray for you, yet you could think 
of no one to whom you could go? What 
tragedy for human lives when “the 
priests” are “too few,” when there are 
not enough friends to pray together ! 
(2 Chron. 29:34.) 

In this lesson we find some of the 
needs of prayer,—cChrist’s needs, and 
those of His disciples. What further 
prayer needs can you list? 


Tue NEED OF 


Personal prayer (Matt. 26: 36) 

Many prayer partners (v. 37) 

An inner circle of praying friends (v. 
38) 

A surrendered will (v. 39) 

Power to resist temptation (v. 41) 

Being alert toward another’s sorrow (v. 
43) 

Wisdom in dealing with enemies (John 
18: 10) 

Standing by Christ through prayer (v. 
11) 


No one is immune to problems. that re- 
quire prayer. , 
It’s me; it’s me; it’s me, O Lord, 
Standing in the need of .prayer. 

Have you ever confessed this need to 
a friend? Have you ever asked, as ‘Christ 
did in the garden, “Tarry ye here, and 
watch with me”? Christ went “a little 
farther” in His need of prayer than He 
asks anyone else to go. Our Saviour 
needed strength to endure the cross, de- 
spising the shame (Heb. 12:2), and He 
only is the One who can enter entirely 
into the agony of any. other heart. 


“Prayer is such an intimate thing that 
1 was afraid to_ask you to pray,” a friend 
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once admitted. You should not feel 
afraid to ask for prayer. It is not al- 
Ways necessary to mention the specific 
need, but never fail to share your prayer 
problems with a Christian friend. 


Be A PRAYER WARRIOR FOR CHRIST 


Peter tried to stand by His Lord with’ 


the sword,—the earthly, human means 
of victory. Christ wants warriors who 
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will stand by Him with the “sword of 
the Spirit,” “praying ... and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and sup- 
plication for all saints” (Eph. 6:11-18). 

Anyone may ask a Christian friend to 
pray, but everyone cannot be a prayer 
warrior. Only one who is dressed in 
the “armour of God,” can fight against 
the Enemy of souls. You, if you know 
Christ, should be actively engaged in 
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The Ideal Summer Bible School Manual 
By Lizut. AND Mrs, WILBER B, WALLIS 

Here is a most unusual, timely book for Summer Bible 
School, written by an army officer and his wife who have had 
four years of experience in successfully conducting Troop 
Schools, It is a complete recruiting manual for use with chil- 
dren of all ages in Summer Bible Schools. The theme is carried 
out in minute details including: Enlistment, Orders of the Day, 
Training Drills, Target Practice, Corps Maneuvers, and Duty 
Roster. A complete course of study, true missionary stories, 
catechism, handwork, suggestions, etc., included. Complete in 


SOLDIER’S MANUAL 
“~~ The ae workbook required by all pupils. 


work and memory verse. Sixteen pages, lovely cover. Contents include: Enlistment, 
Our Commission, Our Commander, Our Enemy, Our Battle, Our Weapons, Our Vic- 


FREE CATALOG: (1) Summer Bible School Supplies, (2) Flannelgraph Materials 
ORDER FROM YOUR PUBLISHING HOUSE OR FROM 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC., Third and Reily Streets, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Follows the lessons and includes nent 











“MISTAKES GOD DID NOT MAKE” 
“DUST AND DEITY” 
“MAN, THE HARNESS MAKER” 
“ALIBI, LULLABY, BY-BY” 
“RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION” 


These are titles of five of the ten Shadduck books, A dollar bill in a letter will 
If you will sell, loan, or give them away you may have five of each (25 books) for $2. 
of 2 kinds for $1. Im lesser quantities they are 20c each, coin or stamps. There are "five other 
books not named above. We will send all ten for $2. Paper money preferred, as banks charge 


us 4c for every check. 


Why not be a Book Missionary and make a stir in a community where students ate ; 
exposed to subversive teaching? These books are scientifically accurate, written in simple, humor- 
ous language, are well illustrated, and at a price that will make plenty of trouble for critics of 
the Bible. Pass out a few in your community and see. 
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such prayer for someone else (1 Tim. 
2:1-8). 

“If you pray for yourself alone, it is 
likely that you alone are praying for 
yourself.” 

There’s a holy, high vocation 
Needing workers everywhere; 

"Tis the highest form of service; 
"Tis the ministry of prayer. 

“A man shall be as an hiding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the 
tempest; as rivers of water in a dry 
place, as the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary land” (Isa. 32:2). Christ Him- 
self is all of this to us, and if we would 
stand by Him in loyalty, we must let 
Him live His kind of life through us. 

Find Christian friends with whom you 
can pray. Form prayer groups with one or 
two companions at a time (Matt. 18:19). 
Include among your prayer friends those 
of different ages, or different back- 
grounds from your own. Increase your 
areas of prayer. Stretch your horizons. 
Pray intelligently for others. Learn their 
specific needs if you can. Christ, in 
Gethsemane, knew His own need, and 
those of His disciples. The disciples did 
not understand ! 

Christ ‘can win victories in unreach- 
able places, and under impossible cir- 
cumstances if only we are ready to stand 
by in prayer (Luke 1:37). 

ALPauGH, CALIF. 

4 


“The Lord Reigneth i 


HERE have been remarkable inci- 

dents in wartime, as in peace) that 
show God’s providential control of the 
forces of nature. How the wind, rain, 
snow, clouds, and the sea, have been 
responsible for battles won or lost is 
told by Dr. Elmer Ellsworth Helms in 
the Biblical Recorder, and reprinted in 
a small booklet bearing the above title 
(Gospel Folio Press, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 25 cents a dozen). The organiza- 
tion known as “Truth for Students and 
Soldiers,” 424 N. 10th St. Corvallis, 
Oreg., also brings out the same message 
in.an envelope-size booklet, with the 
Miracle of Dunkirk added. It is an en- 
couraging message for today. 





w 
Was Leprosy Cured? 
(Continued from second page) 


it in Egypt. Both writers point out 
that it was at times sent in judgment, 
and Scripture clearly shows this in such 
cases as Miriam’s, Gehazi’s, and Uzziah’s 
leprosy. “The disease to which the Eng- 
lish word leprosy is now confined is a 
formidable malady, technically called 
Elephantiasis Graecorum, elephant dis- 
ease of the Greeks. . . . But the disease 
mentioned in Scripture seems to have 
been curable (Lev. 14:3), whereas Ele- 
phantiasis Graecorum is not, except in 
the early stages.” 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown . also 
hold that leprosy came from- Egypt. 
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“There is every reason to believe that 
this was the case: that the leprosy was 
not a family complaint, hereditary 
among the Hebrews, but that they got 
it from intercourse with the Egyptians, 
and from the unfavorable circumstances 
of their condition in the house of bond- 
age. . . . The Levites united the char- 
acter of physician with that of the sacred 
office; and on the appearance of any sus- 
picious eruptions on the skin, the per- 
son having these was brought before 
the priest—not, however, to receive 
medical treatment, though it is not im- 
probable that some purifying remedies 
might be prescribed, but to be examined 
with a view to those sanitary precau- 
tions which it ‘belonged to legislation to 
adopt. . . . If the eruption continued 
unabated and still doubtful, he was put 
under surveillance another week; at the 
end of which the character of the dis- 
order never failed to manifest itself, 
and he was either doomed to perpetual 
exclusion from society, or allowed to go 
at large. ... The patient labouring 
under this form was pronounced un- 
clean by the Hebrew priest or physician, 
and hereby sentenced to a separation 
from his family and friends —a decisive 
proof of its being contagious.” 


No one who believes God’s Word ques- . 


tions the fact that He could and did 
heal leprosy in Old Testament times 
when He saw fit to do so, as in the 
case of Naaman, and that the Lord Jesus 
miraculously healed the disease during 
His lifetime. But it is not altogether 
clear whether the instructions in Leviti- 
cus 13 and 14 were for the healing of 
the leper, or merely for diagnosis first, 
then ceremonial cleansing when the 
leper was miraculously healed. Or, if, 
as some believe, the disease was quite 
different from present-day leprosy, the 
sufferers may have got rid of it after a 
certain time, and then submitted them- 
selves to the priest for his final verdict. 
The Companion Bible in a marginal nofe 
at Leviticus 14:2 has this: “The law 
of the leper:. provides for his cleansing.” 
But no evidence is given to support this 
interpretation, and the text says: “This 
shall be the law of the leper in the day 
of his cleansing,” and verse 3 says, “If 
the plague of leprosy be healed in the 
leper.” 

All writers agree that leprosy is a 
very striking type of sin, “Whatever 
the origin or cause of the disease, the 
laws enacted by Divine authority re- 
garding it, while they pointed in the 
first instance to the sanitary ends, were 
at the same time intended, by stimulat- 
ing to carefulness against ceremonial 
defilement, to foster a spirit of religious 
fear and inward purity” (Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown). And concerning 
the cleansing of chapter 14 the same 
writers have this to say: “The parts 
sprinkled with this blood were then 
anointed with oil—a ceremony which 
is supposed to have borne this spiritual 
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import; that while the blood was a token 
of forgiveness, the oil was an emblem of 
healing—as the blood of Christ jus- 
tifies, the influence of the Spirit sanc- 
tifies. Of the other two lambs the one 
was to be a sin offering and the other 
a burnt offering, which had also the 
character of a thank offering for God’s 
mercy in his restoration. And this was 
considered to make atonement ‘for him’; 
i. e., it removed that ceremonial pollu- 
tion which had excluded him from the 
enjoyment of religious ordinances, just 
as the atonement of Christ restores all 
who are cleansed through faith in his 
sacrifice to the privileges of the chil- 
dren of God.” And Matthew Henry, 
who devotes much -space to spiritual 
application, writes: “That it was a fig- 
ure of the moral pollution, of men’s 
minds by sin, which is the leprosy of the 
soul, defiling to the conscience, and from 
which Christ alone can cleanse us; for 
herein the power of His grace infinitely 
transcends that of the legal priesthood, 
that the priest could only convict the 
leper (for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin), but Christ can cure the leper, 
he can take away sin. Lord, if. thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean; which 
was more than the priests could do 
(Matt. 8:2).” 





3 Children at Home 





Whiney-Piney 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T HAD been a dark and rainy day. 
All that drizzling morning my brother 

Willy and I had played all the rainy- 
day games we knew — checkers, tit-tat- 
toe, picture books, the stereopticon, into 
which one peeked while turning a han- 
dle and saw enlarged photographs of the 
Capitol, the unfinished Washington Mon- 
ument, and other instructive and tire- 
some pictures; the kaleidoscope, where 
one also turned a handle, and different, 
dazzling, ever-changing patterns made 
by bits of colored glass appeared — we 
were tired of them all. Even the music 
box from France, with its funny brass 
cylinder covered with prickles, which 
played six classical tunes and smelled 
like a dead fish, failed to interest us. 

After dinner it was worse. Willy es- 
caped to the attic and there began to 
work on his catamaran, a marvelous 
contraption built of many pieces of wood 
of all shapes and sizes. According to 
Willy, it was unsinkable, and when it 
was big enough he was going to voyage 
on it to the North Pole, the South Pole, 
the East Pole, and the West Pole. 

That afternoon, however, it was only 
about three feet long and he planned 
to saw up and nail on a spare picket 
from the back fence. At least he 
claimed that it was a spare one, for it 
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was loose enough to come out when he 
pulled it. 

We parted at the attic stairs, for as a 
carpenter I was a total loss. 

“There might come another Flood,” 
warned Willy as he left me. “Then 
you'll be norful glad you’re brother to 
a catamaran builder.” 

After he left I began to feel very, 
very sorry for myself. I followed 
Mother around complainingly until she 
took refuge in her greenhouse where 
she used to raise the beautifullest 
flowers even in the depths of winter. 

“Now, Sammy, you stop your whin- 
ing and go out into the kitchen and 
talk to Ann for a while,” she told me at 
last. “I’ve got to do some work on my 
night-blooming cereus if it’s going to 
flower again this spring.” 

I wanted to stay, for well I remem- 
bered the night the cereus blossomed 
with its great white flowers that 
opened after dark and flooded the house 
with perfume, but Mother shooed me 
into the kitchen where I found Ann 
busy as always. 

She looked at me keenly and listened 
without a word to the story of my suf- 
ferings. 

“When I were a little gal an’ lived 

in the Quarter,” she told me at last, 
“my Granny used to tell us children, 
whenever we whined, a certain story. 
_ “Once,” she said, “there were a little 
boy who was a whiner. Whenever 
things went bad he’d whine an’ he’d 
whimper. His Pa an’ his Ma they both 
told him that were a bad thing to do 
an’ if he didn’t stop somethin’ would 
happen, but he paid no attention to his 
Ma, an’ he minded not his Pa, but he 
kept on a-whinin’ an’ a-whimperin’. 
Then one afternoon he whined an’ he 
whined an’ he whined. 

“Don’t you do it; don’t you do it,’ 
says his Ma, who were all alone with 
him, real anxious-like — but he did. All 
of a sudden it got kind o’ dark and there 
came a tappin’ and a rappin’ at the 
window an’ a hoarse voice said, ‘Any 
whiney-pineys here?’ an’ there outside 
a window stood a monstropholous ol’ 
white heron, tall as a man. His eyes 
they shone, an’ his bill were long an’ 
sharp, an’ the little boy he were so 
scared he couldn’t say a word. 

“‘Any whiney-pineys here?’ says the 
big bird again, very loud an’ fierce. 
Then, when the little boy still didn’t 
answer, he up with his beak an’ busted 
in the window an’ the next minute there 
he were right in the room. Afore the 
little boy could move, or his Ma do any- 
thing, the heron gripped him in his beak 
an’ flew out of the window with him — 
an’ he were never seep again !” 

While I was still thrilling over Old 
Ann’s story, the kitchen door flew open 
and in rushed, not a heron, but my big 
sister Hattie, just back from school. 

“Come on out, Sammy,” she cried. 
“It’s cleared off an’ the old cat’s got 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


four new kittens in the hayloft: a black 
one, a black-an’-white, a gray, an’ a 
tiger. If you come right away you can 
have first choice.” 

“No whiney-pineys here,” I shouted 
back to Old Ann as I hurried out. 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 

we 


Chicago's Easter Sunrise Service 


ITH Easter Sunday almost a month 
later than a year ago, the Greater 
Chicago Easter Sunrise Committee is 
mapping plans for the eleventh annual 





‘ outdoor dawn service, intent upon sur- 


passing the previous 60,000 record attend- 
ance mark. The city park board has 
again granted permission to hold the sun- 
rise worship program, scheduled April 
25 as an interdenominational testimony 
to faith in the risen Christ, in Soldier 
Field. 


Speaker will be the Rev. Peter Rees 
Joshua, well-known evangelist and Bible 
conference speaker, who served as an 
infantry captain in World War I and 
then turned to the pulpit as a Presby- 
terian minister. He is now serving the 
First Presbyterian Church of Aurora, 
Illinois, to which he was recently called. 


Son of the late Seth Joshua, famous 
Welsh evangelist under whose preaching 
the leading light of the Welsh revival, 
Evan Roberts, found a consecrated Chris- 
tian life, the .soldier-clergyman brings 
a dynamic message. 


Sunrise at 5:54 a. m., with daybreak 
about 45 -minutes earlier, is promised 
by the weather bureau, giving abundant 
time to those coming from suburban 
areas to the 11th annual service. Last 
year, when 55,000 attended, the sun rose 
like a golden ball in the east four min- 
utes before the 6.30 a. m. service began. 


Absent from this year’s service will 
be the massed choir of 3,000 voices, but 
the deficiency of male voices is only a 
partial reason. The committee feels that 
the strength of congregational singing, 
in a united testimony to faith in the 
risen Christ is especially appropriate 
this year, when the world lies wounded 
and bleeding. 


Special music numbers have again 
been arranged. The Ambassador Quar- 
tet, which has circled the States for 
Wheaton College, will sing. Guest solo- 
ist will be William F. Burcaw, former 
opera singer, whose bass baritone voice 
last year lifted the Soldier Field throng 
to inspirational heights. He is assistant 
pastor of the Central Baptist Church, 
Portland, Oreg., of which Dr. Jack 
Mitchell is minister. Congregational sing- 
ing will be led by Marvin Mattson, song 
leader for ‘the Midwest Bible Church of 


_ Chicago, 


CHRISTIAN YouTH is the Times paper 
for young people. Write for sample copy. 
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“O Jerusalem, JERUSALEM!” 
Se le | think on Jerusalem! 


God does. Then remember the 
American Board of Missions to the 
Jews. In an all-out abandon of 
faith in the God of Israel, this faith- 
ful and fruitful Mission stretches 
from New York to Los Angeles, 
from London to Jerusalem. Its 
consecrated missionaries are hold- 
ing forth the Word of Life, fearless- 
ly and sacrificially. In refugee relief 
to Christian Jews, we have the en- 
viable record of operating at the 
lowest overhead cost. 

Make a contribution now, if the 
Lord so leads you. You will receive 
= pt ma PEOPLE and other 

pping literature. And then 
you'll 


you helped us! Try 
it, and see! Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews 


27 Threop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


























Nend for this 
little book 


THAT TAUGHT ME 
HOW TO GIVE 
AND RECEIVE 
AT THE 

SAME TIME! 















Sounds im aa S Give and receive at the 
same time? Not at all—not when you read 
“A Gift That Lives?’ That’s the title of a 
little book which has brought peace of mind 
and freedom from worry to thousands of men 
and women. You too may find in its pages 
just the Plan for you. Find out how you can 
receive an American Bible Society check 
regularly as long as you live—how you can 
at the same time further the work of distrib- 
uting the Bible throughout the world. 

Annuity Agreements of the American Bible 
Society have proven a sound program for 
nearly 100 years and they stand today as 
firm and strong as ever. 

Every Christian should learn all the facts. 
Send for the booklet “A Gift That Lives” 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


—— se cme a ghee 


l American Bible Society, } 
Bible House, New Y: 
: Please send me, without oetaatten, your ! 








| booklet ‘SS-5 entitled “A Gift ‘That ‘Lives:” 5 
Name 
ERS ER a 1 
| Cie BAe PAD eae oh OY SON on RS Seate.... 306.0455 ! 



























































Fa ey Hig ge yee pore we 
epee. ~ 
= ae 5 = 


ait oi 


23% 

































284 (16) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 25. Christ Lives Today! John 20:1-18. 
(Easter.) 
Sunday, April.18 


Il. Telling Others of Christ 
(John 1:35-42) 





Mon.—The evangelists instructed (Matt. 
10:7). 


Tues.—A successful campaign (Luke 10: 
17). 

Wed.—The Gadarene evangelist (Mark 5: 
18-20). 

Thurs.—The Samaritan evangelist (John 4: 
39). 

Fri.—Spectators become evangelists (Mark 
7:36, 37). 

Sat.—A young preacher instructed (2 Tim. 
4:5). 











Topics and Daily Readings are copyrighted 
by. the International Society of Christian 
Endeavor, and are used by permission. 


YOU have a dear, earthly friend 
whom you love deeply and respect 
* and admire, it is almost impossible for 
you to keep this admiration and respect 
to yourself. Either consciously or un- 
consciously, when talking to others, you 
will refer to him, or quote him, you 
will voice his opinions, and will tell of 
his deeds. Others will get to know about 
him because of your constant reference 
to him, and very often they will also 
get to know him because you will take 
delight and pride in introducing him to 
others. Just so, when you get to know 
the Lord Jesus as a dear friend, others 
will begin to find out about Him through 
you. You will be unable to keep Him 
to yourself. Hence, in the desire and 
effort we show to bring others into touch 
with the Lord, we have a reliable ba- 
rometer of our own relationship to Him. 
% 

Five principal reasons are given in 
God’s Word for telling others about 
Christ. Let us list them: condemnation, 
preparation, compulsion, impulsion, and 
obedience. 

God’s Word tells us that condemnation 
rests upon all who have not accepted 
the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. We read 
that “he that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” (John 
3:36). God’s Word offers na other alter- 
native, and when we begin to realize 
that men and women and boys and girls 
are eternally lost without Christ, we can- 
not sit down complacently and do noth- 
ing toward acquainting others with the 
Lord Jesus. oe 


The faithful preparation for soul-win- 
ning of those who follow Christ, to 
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which the Lord Jesus obligated Himself, 
is another reason for telling others about 
Him. He said, you will remember, to 
His disciples, “Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” Only willful 
resistance can hinder or block His faith- 
fulness in preparing us and thrusting us 
forth as His witnesses. 


se 


Parallel with the Lord’s faithfulness in 
preparing us to be fishers of men runs 
His love in our hearts, which <onstrains, 
or impels, us to beseech ofhers, in 
Christ’s stead, to become reconciled to 
God (2 Cor. 5:20). The more we open 
our hearts to His love, the greater will 
be the impulsion of that love, driving us 
to seek, as He does, the lost. 


But in addition to this divine impul- 
sion brought about by the love of Christ 
in our hearts, there should also be an 
overpowering compulsion, which Paul 
felt when he wrote, “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospci!” (1 Cor. 9: 
16.) While we are by no means to win 
others to Christ merely for the sake of 
reward, nevertheless, as we read God’s 
Word we cannot but be impressed by the 
fact that there will be a real loss ex- 
perienced if we come before Him empty- 
handed. Then we shall be ashamed that 
we have no soul-winner’s crown to cast 
before the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

$e 


Last, but by’ no means least, God’s 
Word shows us that obedience should 
lead us to tell others about Christ. The 
Lord Jesus has commanded us to be His 
witnesses (Acts 1:8), to go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature (Mark 16:15). We learn that, 
if we really love Him, we will obey His 
commandments (John 14:15). We desire 
to please an earthly friend and to do 
those things that we know he desires 
of us. Dare we neglect the heart desire 
of the Lord Jesus that we should be His 
messengers to carry to others the words 
of eternal life? ye 


A good fisherman not only goes Where 
the fish are, baits his hook with the 
right bait, and dangles it before the fish; 
he makes every effort to land his catch. 
Telling others about Christ is important, 
but it is also important, ‘vitally impor- 
tant, to bring them to a definite decision 
to accept Christ as personal Saviour. 
Patience, persistence, prayer, and conse- 
crated common sense will be rewarded 
by a goodly percentage of “catches.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 


, April 3, 1943, 











The Victorious Life 




















The Spring Conference 


AVE you real peace in a war-torn 
world?. Do you wish to know more 
of God’s offer of victory,—a life of 
victory over sin,— and of power in serv- 
ice? Messages on these subjects, which 
are of vital importance to all Christians, 
will be given at the Victorious Life Con- 
ference to be held Thursday to Satur- 
day, April 15, 16, and 17, in the Second 
United Presbyterian Church, Race Street, 
beyond 15th, Philadelphia. The program 
for the meetings is as follows: 
Thursday, April 15 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers 
Young People’s Testimonies 


8.00 P. M.—Victorious Life Hour 
Addison C. Raws 





Friday, April 16 
1.30 P. M.—Prayer Hour 
2.45 P. M.—Victorious Life Hour 
Addison C. Raws 
4.00 P. M.—Missionary Hour 
The Rev. Isaac Page, D.D. 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers 
Young People’s Testimonies 
8.00 P. M.—Bible Hour 
The Rev. Harold S. Laird, D.D. 
Saturday, April 17 
1.30 P. M.—Prayer Hour 
2.45 P. M.—Bible Hour : 
The Rev. Harold S. Laird, D.D. 
4.00 P. M.—Missionary Hour 
The Rev. Isaac Page, D.D. 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers 
Young People’s Testimonies 
8.00 P. M.—Closing Message 
Special Young People’s Meeting 
The Rev. Isaac Page, D.D. 


The Rev. David W. Allen, Leader of Singing 


With the New Books 


“The Basis of Millennial Faith’’ 


By the Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $1.) 


A review by R. Laird Harris, A.M., 

Th.B., Instructor in Old Testament 

and Systematic Theology, Faith The- 
ological Seminary. 


HE Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton, already 

known to the Christian public as an 
author and a missionary, has done a 
service in bringing forward this explana- 
tion and defense of amillennialism. He 
declares that the amillennialist shares 
with the premillennialist the blessed 
hope of Christ’s imminent return and 
pleads for greater co-operation between 
those holding these views. The argu- 
ment is attractively presented and, be- 
cause of Mr. Hamilton’s background and 
associations, may be taken as fairly rep- 
resentative of amillennialism. It is the 
more significant to premillennialists that 
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his arguments seem to be the usual ones 
and easily answerable by careful exe- 
gesis. 

Amillennialism is defined by Mr. Ham- 
ilton as, in one way, a kind of postmil- 
lennialism in that it refers the thou- 
sand years of Revelation 20 to the Church 
Age. It does not believe in a converted 
world during this age, however, holding 
that at Christ’s visible coming all wick- 
edness will be put down, the general 
resurrection and general judgment will 
occur, and the eternal kingdom of the 
new heaven and earth will begin at 
once without any literal millennium. It 
“spiritualizes”’ the millennial passages 
and applies them to the Church. It is 
true the amillennial view agrees with 
the premillennial as to the course of this 
age, and to that extent it is certainly 
to be welcomed. But it seems proper to 
observe that a very important principle 
is at stake—the method of interpreta- 
tion of prophecy. Premillennialists in- 
terpret prophecy literally. Indeed, Mr. 
Hamilton admits (p. 38) that. a literal 
interpretation of Old Testament proph- 
ecy leads to premillennialism. For this 
reason it is unfortunate that the author 
omits mention of the other kind of amil- 
lennialism, which interprets Old Testa- 
ment prophecies rather literally, refer- 
ring them to the new heavens and new 
earth. Calvin seems to be of this type, 
as he says in his commentary on Isaiah 
11:6: “The prophet’s discourse . . 
amounts to a promise that there will be 
a blessed restoration of the world.” We 
believe that a similar literal interpre- 
tation of the Book of The Revelation 
would lead such a person to premillen- 
nialism. 

As the great difference between pre- 
millennialism and amillennialism is said 
to be in the method of interpretation of 
prophecy, we should dwell on his argu- 
ments. His position is that since Old 
Testament prophecies have many sym- 
bolic.features (as trees that clap hands, 
Isa. 55:12), therefore they may be “spir- 
itualized” and must, in this way, be 
harmonized with his view of New Testa- 
ment eschatology. Also he insists that 
a “symbolic” book like The Revelation 
must be interpreted in the light of the 
more prosaic statements of the rest of 
the New Testament. 


Premillennialists at once will answer 
that he has misunderstood the term “lit- 
eral.” We fully grant that many proph- 
ecies are replete with symbols. But we 
insist that these are intended to sym- 
bolize something definite, and cannot 
be transferred to other things at will. 
In Isaiah 11:5, “righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins” is figurative. But, 
in the context, it is a figure of a re- 
juvenated world and cannot be taken 
merely of the triumphs of the Gospel in 
this age, as even Calvin sees. Likewise, 
the binding of Satan with a chain is 
doubtless symbolic, but his being bound 
and cast into the abyss and confined 
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there cannot symbolize his activity in 
this age, which is certainly far from be- 
ing curtailed. Peter rather characterizes 
him during this age as a loose, devouring, 
roaring lion! (1 Pet. 5:8.) Both these 
references are symbolic, but they can 
hardly symbolize the same conditions. 


Secondly, premillennialists, while 
agreeing with the rule that “the plain 
must interpret the obscure,” will object 
to the view that The Revelation, be- 
cause symbolic, must constantly be 
forced into the eschatological outline 
given in short references by Paul and 
Christ. Premillennialists find in The 
Revelation a whole book devoted to 
eschatology. They believe that The Rev- 
elation gives us insight into further de- 
tails on the last things. It is reasonable, 
therefore, to adopt ahother rule that the 
short, occasional reference to eschatol- 
ogy is to be interpreted by the longer ex- 
plicit treatment. As we go to Romans for 
the doctrine of justification, we should 
go to The Revelation for eschatology. It 
is significant that Hamilton in his whole 
book on last things seldom mentions Dan- 
iel and gives very scant attention to The 
Revelation except for the twentieth 
chapter. These are serious omissions. 
No premillennialist will deny that Christ 
mentioned both resurrections together 
(John 5:29), as did Daniel (Dan. 12:2). 
Many believe that in the same way other 
events at the beginning and end of the 
millennium are closely associated in 2 
Thessalonians 1:7-10, 2 Peter 3:3-13, and 
the like, but premillennialists think that 
John has given us additional light on the 
intervening millennial era. A ‘Scrip- 
tural warrant for this view is found in 
the Old Testament prophecies that 
closely associate the first coming of 
Christ with the Assyrian invasion of 
722 B.C. (Isa. 7:14-16), or associate the 
first and second comings of Christ (com- 
pare Isa. 60:9 to 61:1 with Luke 4: 18-21 
and Rev. 21:23 to 22:5). Indeed we may 
hold that it was failure to appreciate 
the fact that “perspective” is sometimes 
lacking’ in prophecy that led the Jews 
to expect the Messiah’s kingdom at His 
first advent. And, just as other pas- 
sages and events explain the difference 
between Christ’s first and second com- 
ings, so The Revelation explains the dif- 
ference between events before and after 
the millennium, 


The Scripture passages appealed to by 
Hamilton cannot be discussed in brief 
compass. But his misinterpretation of 
Revelation 20 should be noted. He. di- 
vides the book into seven sevens neatly 
like the Scofield Bible divisions. But 
he misinterprets the futurist view when 
he says it agrees that each of these sec- 
tions, except chapters 20-22, covers the 
whole Church Age! Rather, the pre- 
millennialist insists that most of: The 


Revelation concerns the Tribulation, and _ 


chapter 20 follows chapter 19 in time 
because the events require this view. 
Actually, as the Scofield Bible shows, 
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power of Christ’s resurrection. Con- 
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Christ’s three antagonists in the battle 
of Armageddon are named in Revelation 
16:13-16 as preparing for battle during 
the sixth vial. There follows the sev- 
enth vial giving in detail the overthrow 
of Babylon (Rev. 16:17 to 18:24). Fol- 
lowing an interlude depicting the 
heavenly scene, there is a description of 
a great battle fought by Christ, in which 
one of the afore-mentioned antagonists 
is named as preparing the battle (19:19), 
and finally two of the three antagonists 
are taken and cast into the lake of fire 
(19:20) and the third previously named 
antagonist is bound for a thousand years 
(20:2). It is hard to see how anyone 
can deny that Revelation 19:11 to 20:3 
is the Armageddon battle mentioned as 
imminent in Revelation 16:13-16. And 
when the three antagonists are united in 
preparing the battle in Revelation 16;13, 
they must be seen as captured together 
at the close of the battle in Revelation 
19:20 to 20:3. The chapter division is 
most unfortunate. Furthermore, the case 
is proved by the fact that these three 
antagonists are reunited at the end of the 
thousand years when the dragon is cast 
into the lake of fire, “where the beast 
and the false prophet are” (Rev. 20:10). 
Surely no stronger proof is needed that 
the battle of Revelation 19:11 to 20:3 is 
the Armageddon named in Revelation 
16:16 and that the thousand years is 
subsequent to that event. We may grant 
the use of many symbols in this section. 
But the things symbolized are clear be- 
yond a doubt, being missed by Hamilton 
only because he failed to see the book 
as a whole. 


It is an advantage to have a book 
such as this which speaks with some 
authority for amillennialism, for thus 
their specific interpretations can be 
known and answered. Hamilton’s argu- 
ment is always ostensibly founded on 
the Bible and is presented with force 
and care. He has considerably advanced 
the discussion and maintained it on a 
high plane. We may strongly disagree 
with his exegesis and may be more 
confirmed in premillennial doctrine by 
reading this book. But, in any case, we 
shall thank Mr. Hamilton for his pres- 
entation and congratulate him on his 
clarity, fairness, and sincerity. May his 


spirit always be reciprocated in further. 


discussion ! 

Spiritual Help for Your Everyday 
Problems. Selected and Arranged by 
Ada A. Snyder. (Biblion Publishers, 
4828 N. Kenmore Ave., Chicago, 25 
cents.) Scripture compilations are de- 
servedly popular and have their proper 
place. In the little book under review, 
the value is very quickly recognized. 
A true lover of the Word has painstak- 
ingly culled_some of the cho‘zest ‘verses 
and applied them to special problems, 
such as Doubting, Debt, Health, Respon- 
sibility, Extravagance,, Discontent, and 
so on, 101 in all. The Bible verses are 
printed in full, with additional refer- 
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ences to look up given at the bottom 
of the page. The Bible will be seen 
to bring light and comfort for every 
puzzling or disturbing heart need or 
problem, and the evident purpose is to 
give this help conveniently and briefly, 
but to direct the seeker to the proper 
Source. The book is vest pocket size, 
well indexed, has 128 pages, is bound 
in ornamental imitation maroon leather 
with gold lettering, and has a presenta- 
tion page. 


How Did the World Begin? By George 
McCready Price. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, $1.) Christian readers 
will find this a brief but very satisfac- 
tory treatment of the question that the 
book bears as its title. Its author is 
widely known both as a scientist and 
as a man of God, whose works have 
been enjoyed by many believers. Pro- 
fessor Price draws upon many realms 
of science to confirm his insistence that 
the world could not have come to pass 
in any other way than by divine crea- 
tion. He shows clearly that creation is 
a thing of the past, in the sense that 
nowhere in the universe today can we 
behold creation taking place. He points 
out the impossibility of the evolutionary 
hypothesis from the standpoint of -chem- 
istry, astronomy, bacteriology, embry- 
ology, and geology, 

While it is of course difficult to deal 
with these subjects in any adequate 
way in so small a book, it must be said 
to the author’s credit that he has logi- 
cally and concisely presented here un- 
answerable evidence from these fields for 
the truth of a divine creation. His ap- 
proach is a scientific one, but the lay- 
man can readily follow his reasoning. 
Many will be greatly heartened by his 
conclusion: “The believers in the rec- 
ord of a literal creation ought to take 
courage. They have too long been cowed 
and browbeaten by the noisy claims of 
the evolutionist. The doctrine of an 
original creation is now seen to be sup- 
ported by an abundance of well-attested 
facts, all of which as we now know them 
support this idea of a literal creation in 
the full” (p. 94). 


The Guidance of the Apostolic Church 
by the Holy Spirit. By Alexander Fraser. 
(For free distribution by the Evangel- 
ical Fellowship, Inc., 100 Diamond St., 
Pittsburgh.) It is truly encouraging to 
hear of laymen organizing to protect 
the church and its institutions from the 
infiltration of unbelief. Modernistic 
theological professors have had it their 
way too long. They have too often con- 
trolled the church when it is their func- 
tion to serve the church. And they have 
ruled it badly. 

One such group of laymen is the Evan- 
gelical Fellowship, Inc., of Pittsburgh. 
Its leader is Alexander Fraser, a prom- 
inent, businessman of the city and life- 
long Bible class leader, one who has not 
been satisfied with lesson helps alone, 
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but has gone more deeply into the lit- 
erature of Scripture interpretation. And 
he has done this without deviating a 
hairsbreadth from obvious Scripture 
truth. 


This Fellowship has published a valu- 
able study by Mr. Fraser entitled “The 
Guidance of the Apostolic Church by the 
Holy Spirit.” It deals with the leading 
and guidance of the Spirit concerning, 
among other things, Power for Evange- 
lism, Missionary Policy, Christian Lib- 
erty, Prophetic Teaching, Church Or- 
ganization, the Question of Church Unity. 
It is orderly in thought, clear in state- 
ment, true to the Word, pertinent to 
the needs of the time, and otherwise 
wholly admirable. It is brief and com- 
pact, yet covers the ground adequately. 

There are at present 500 copies on 
hand. One will be sent free to anyone 
who encloses, with address, three cents 
for postage. Requests should be ad- 
dressed to the Evangelical Fellowship, 
100 Diamond St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 12 to 18 

Mon.—Matthew 26:36-46. Failure in Crises, 

Prayer Succestions: “He cometh unto 
the disciples, and findeth them asleep.” 
These disciples, honored in being near 
to our Lord in Gethsemane, were not 
aware they were failing Him in that 
crisis. They did not seem to sense the 
seriousness of their condition, nor the 
nearness of their failure. Right now, 
many upon whom the ends of the ages 
have come, seem drowsy in danger. The 
awakening voice of the Lord is needed. 
Pray for a great awakening among the 
people of God. 
Tues.—John 18:4-11, 

Helping or Hindering Christ. 

PraAyveR Succestions: “The eup which 
my Father hath given me, shall I not 
drink it?” We can work against the 
will of God in our ignorance of His 
purposes. We can exercise zeal which 
is not according to knowledge (Rom. 10: 
2). We can draw a sword when we 
should be meek and mild. Let us be 
grateful that our Lord Jesus undoes so 
much of our mischief. Be careful to 
know His will before you act. Pray for 
grace to do the will of God. 


Wed.—Luke 22:31-38. Praying Against Failure. 

PraYER Succestions: “I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not.” Our 
Lord is pained when we fail. Many fail 
under temptation, trials, and in their 
work. Our victory is due more to His 
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prayers than is known. His prayers for 
the strengthening of our faith, like those 
offered for Peter, are always answered. 
He “also maketh intercession for us” 
(Rom. 8:34). Rejoice in His mercy. 
Pray for an increase of faith. 
Thurs.—1 Corinthians 10:1-13. 
Trifling with Temptation. 

Prayer Succestions: “We should not 
lust after evil things.” Desire for what 
is not pleasing to God is dangerous. 
Satan lays hold of our wrong desires 
in leading souls astray. When we yield 
to forbidden pleasures, we are overcome 
by temptation. “We should not lust 
after evil things, as they [Israel] also 
lusted . . . and were destroyed of the 
destroyer” (vs. 6, 10). Pray for all care- 
less Christians. 


Fri.—Matthew 25:1-18. Asleep on Duty. 

PraYER Succestions: “They all slum- 
bered and slept.” The wise and foolish 
virgins slept when they should have 
been. wide-awake attending to duty, 
“Where duty calls or danger, be never 
wanting there.” A railroad switchman, 
a soldier, or policeman, guarding the 
lives of many people, must never sleep 
on duty; yet, many of our Lord’s dis- 
ciples slumber on like Jonah, while souls 
are in peril. Arise, watch and_ pray. 
Pray for a great spiritual awakening 
among ministers. 

Sat.—Ephesians 5:5-15, Christians, Awake ! 

PRAYER Succestions: “Awake thou that 
sleepest.” This call is to Christians who 
are sleeping when they should be awake, 
shining for the Lord. Time and oppor- 
tunity for Christian work, if not made 
use of, end in loss to souls and anguish 
for the sleeper. We pass this way only 
once. What we can do, and as much of 
it as possible, should be done by wide- 
awake servants of the Lord. Are you 
taking rest during God-appointed work- 
ing hours? “Awake”! Pray that you do 
not fail God or man in this time of world 
distress. 

Sun.—Isaiah 62:6-12, Watchmen, 

PRAYER Succestions: “I have set watch- 
men upon thy walls.” This ._prephecy 
relates to God’s,watch-care over. Israel. 
All down the years God has had men 
who-have guarded her interests. In the 
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church, the family, the city, and nation, 
God has men awake to the needs of 
hearts and souls. Are you serving God 
well by looking after the welfare of His 
people and by seeking the salvation of 
souls? Pray for more love to Christ, and 
for more love for souls. 
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*h. BOOKLETS ON THE 
RESURRECTION 


JA new one! ws BE THE VICTOR'S NAME 
by Dr. Max I. Reich. Of deep interest to every Christian, set 
ting forth the fact, meaning and power of silks iammatiion, 
Illustrated cover. 15¢ 

GLORIOUS DELIVERANCE BY RESURRECTION 
by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. Refreshing meditations on resurrec- 
tion certitudes, expertly prepared for general reading, 32 


pages, paper. 25¢ 
BECAUSE HE LIVES 
by Walter B. Knight. A fine treatment of the importance of 
Christ's resurzection, 24 pages. 1S¢ 
THE RESURRECTION OF THE HUMAN BODY 
by Norman H. Camp. Answers vital questions about the resur- 
\eection of Christ. 127 pages, cloth. 50¢ 
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From a soldier’s letterhead: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.” — Colossians 3:1. 














“9 Wasa Slave to Drink 


Yes, Charles was enslaved by the drink habit, but he found Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour while studying the Word in a oy Concerning the Bible Meditation League ministry 
in the camps, he writes: “I thank you for all that you have done for me and for all the study ma- 
terial you have given me. . May it please God to bless and keep you folks a real joy to many 
lives.” (The thrilling’story of this soldier who has dedicated his life to the Christian ministry 
will be included in the free packet mentioned at the bottom of this page.) 

The Bible Meditation League ministry through the beautiful “Buddy-Study Kits” among individual airmen, marines, 
nurses, sailors and soldiers is winning hundreds of these noble youths to Christ. Testimonies like these are received at 
the League office daily: 

“I have been in the army three years, and lately things just didn’t seem to be as well as they had been. I 
began to lose faith. Then I received your first Buddy-Study. I began to be more interested, and prayed that 
God would see me through my difficulties. I know He has heard and is answering.” (Air cadet at Scott Field.) 

“I was very glad to get your Buddy-Study Kit. Thank God there are still Christian friends back home 
praying for us in the service.” : 

From a sailor at Great Lakes: “Thanks loads for the very special prayer book, Gospel of John. Like it a 
lot and will send the names of some of my friends.' I now confess Christ as my personal Saviour. Thanks again.” 

From a soldier overseas: “I can’t understand how anyone who really has a service man’s spiritual welfare 
at heart can neglect to have you send him a Buddy-Study Kit. It has meant more to me.than words can ever 
express.” 


The Bible Meditation League will send one of its Buddy-Study Kits, personalized for whatever the type of military 
service may be, free of charge to any service man or service woman, at home or abroad, whose name and address is for- 
warded to the National Office given hereon. Churches are invited to send the complete roster of those who have gone 
forth to serve their ration, regardless of the number of names. And individuals may send the names of those for whom 
they are praying, saved and unsaved alike. 





(Photograph by Signal Corps, U. S. Army) 
__ This photograph of one of the army camp Bible Study Classes brings to you another of the specialized services be- 
ing rendered by the Bible Meditation e. Co-operating with soul-loving chaplains of the army and navy, the League 
supplies hundreds of thousands of items for Bible Study Classes monthly. Chaplains have rted to the offices 
more than two hundred thousand men eng: ed in the study of the Bible, using our “Thru John in 14 Lessons,” “Proverb 
i 


--ial Dynamite,” “Let’s Get Acquainted the Folk o’ the Bible,” “I Am a Soldier,” etc. The Bible Class pictured 
hereon was specializing in the study of the Gospel of John. An average of more than one hundred fifty camps are 
equipped for Bible study each month at the request of the splendid chaplains. 

Among overseas fields where study equipment, such as Bibles, Testaments, Gospels, Bible outlines and Sunday 
school literature, is supplied regularly are: North Africa, New Caledonia, New Guinea, England, Ireland, Canal Zone, 
Hawaii, etc. One base in the South Seas has requested 500 Testaments every month in‘addition to many study outlines. 


From the “‘tropics” comes this report: “I the first few tracts you sent by airmail, the tracts‘I Am an Airman’ and ‘I 
Ama eae. Every one was taken in less than two minutes. And yesterday the Testaments and other tracts came in, 





Poems saow Get - 2 “I c qpcivel of Testaments wed, ove now ry bp A came in good shape. They > goi 
men in zones. is weapon. % a P * * tracts 
- would like $00 of the former and 250 of the latter’ as phenh anes de tes ’ 

Similar letters come to the Bible Meditation Lesges offices from hundreds of chaplains at home and abroad. (The 
“I Am a Soldier” mentioned in both of the above letters will be included in the free packet for inquiring friends.) 

The Bible Meditation League offers free of charge to any interested reader of The Sunday School Times a packet 
containing an illustrated history of the Leagte, the heart-gripping folders: “J Am a Soldier” and “I Am an Airman,” 
the story of the conversion of Charles, our soldier-preacher, and other items of interest. 

The Bible Meditation League invites Christians who are interested in the salvation of the members of the armed 
service to contribute to the support of this soul-winning ministry. To all who contribute at least one dollar the League 
will send as a token of appreciation a copy of its newest study book for the army and navy camps, Electricity and Chris- 
tianity, 90 pages packed with comparisons of the operation of electricity and the Holy Spirit. 

Buddy-Study Kit lists, requests for the free packet of heart-blessing material, andcontributionsshould be addressed to 


The Bible Meditation League, Ine. 


810-11 Buckeye Building - - -  » Columbus, Ohio 








From the letter of a soldier who recently contributed ten dollars: “But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 


died for'us..... Believe en the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”—Romans 5:8, Acts 16:31. 
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